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Bangladesh upheaval has not led to
a spike in border interceptions: data

Yijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

The recent major political
changes in Bangladesh
have not led to a significant
increase in the number of
undocumented people in-
tercepted on the border
while entering or leaving
India, Union government
data show.

Between August 5,
when then Bangladesh
Prime Minister Sheikh Ha-
sina fled to India, and No-
vember 27, 1,393 people
from Bangladesh were ap-
prehended along the Inter-
national Border. From Ja-
nuary 1 to August 4, the
number was 1,144, the data
accessed by The Hindu
show. In all, 3,907 undocu-
mented people have been

BO rd @ Nomajorrisein number of undocumented

people due to the political changes in

transit  sangladesh
Status Quo Despite the political | In 2024 so far,
turmoil in the number of
Bangladesh, undocumented
between August 5 peaple intercepted
2018 2,995 and Novemlger 27, was 3,907
2019 2,480 only 1,393 petsons
2020 3,295 were apprehended

intercepted so far this year,

which includes Indians
and people of other nation-
alities. In 2023, 5,095 were
intercepted, including
3,137 Bangladeshis.

Other than undocu-

mented Bangladeshis, the
Border Security Force in-
tercepted 873 Indians en-
tering Bangladesh without
documents from January 1
to August 4. The number of
Indians who wanted to

cross to Bangladesh from
August 5 to November 27
stood at 388. This year, 109
people from other nation-
alities, including of Myan-
mar, were stopped at the
border. In 2018, 2019,
2020, 2021, and 2022, the
number of Bangladeshis in-
tercepted was 2,995,
2,480, 3,295, 2,451, and
3,074, respectively.

The BSF, deployed
along the 4,096-km border
with Bangladesh, has been
on a heightened vigilance
since August, with instruc-
tions from the Union
Home Ministry “to not al-
low anyone into the coun-
try without valid
documents”.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10

Bangladesh Upheaval Has Not Led to a Spike in

Border Interceptions: Data

AT # 3YA-GUe o AT 9T ATFART 7 gefer 1t 1 ¢

SeT

e Between August 5, 2024, and November 27, 2024, 1,393 people from Bangladesh
were apprehended along the International Border.

5 31ITEd 2024 F 27 A€ 2024 & 1T ARSI AT 9T 1,393 AN T FTATCL T ThaT

IT|

e From January 1 to August 4, 2024, the number was 1,144, as per Union government
data accessed by The Hindu.

1 STeradl § 4 3AEA 2024 & &I Tg TEAT 1,144 &Y, ST foh & 3 GaRT SToed HElTT TR
o 3T & YT AT ¢

¢ Intotal, 3,907 undocumented people have been intercepted so far this year, including
Indians and people of other nationalities.
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S8 aY 319 oToh ol 3,907 I AT Uehs 91T 8, ToreeT sy 3 3=y aredrranait & e
enfAer &1

In 2023, the total number intercepted was 5,095, including 3,137 Bangladeshis.

2023 & ol 5,095 AT Yehs 7T &, Toraat 3,137 qvameeh enfaer I

The Border Security Force (BSF) has intercepted 873 Indians entering Bangladesh
without valid documents from January 1 to August 4, 2024.

1 FAaN A 4 HIET 2024 F ST 873 HRARY 1 TSaT AT SEATAAT o STl 2l H JaeT Hla

gu YehsT 1T

Erom August 5 to November 27, 2024, the number of Indians intercepted attempting
to cross into Bangladesh stood at 388.

5m#27aﬁat2024$aﬁaahﬂﬁarﬁqa‘erm$rmaﬂﬁ§c388 AT r

YehsT I1AT|

This year, 109 people of other nationalities, including Myanmar nationals, were
stopped at the border.

39 ¥, 109 3T TSR3 & T, [So18 FAR F A0S A §, DA WA 77|
The number of Bangladeshis intercepted from 2018 to 2022 was as follows:

2018: 2,995

2019: 2,480

2020: 3,295

2021: 2,451

2022: 3,074

2018 ¥ 2022 & ST Uehs IV ATAAIG AT hl TEIT 3T ThR AT:

2018: 2,995

2019: 2,480

2020: 3,295

2021: 2,451

2022: 3,074

The BSF, deployed along the 4,096-km border with Bangladesh, has been on
heightened vigilance since August 2024.

4,096 frY o<t HAT I J1d e 3eTEd 2024 F FE [FIREAT T T

The Union Home Ministry has issued instructions “to not allow anyone into the country
without valid documents.”

HAT g HATT A fAcer feam & foh "forr atr gEarast & fonell st off Sor #F wraer o avdat feam
SIq|

O O O O O

O O O O O

Border Security Force (BSF)

The Border Security Force (BSF) was established in 1965 with an initial strength of 25
battalions and 3 companies (Coys).

HTAT GR&TT def (STTHTH) HT FATIAT 1965 H 25 Feliordal R 3 Sy (Farare) Hr
URTAF drehd & Try &y 315 oY)

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS




PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Contact Number: 9971932488

e As of now, BSF has expanded to 192 battalions, including 3 battalions dedicated to
the National Disaster Response Force (NDRF).

T 3 NTHTH T AR 192 FeTfargat doh &) Ter &, Forel I 3maer sfafa
T (TASNIRTE) & v AT 3 FerferasT anfad g1

Tasks of BSF
Peace-Time Roles

o Promote a sense of security among people residing in border areas.
AT Y31 & IgeT arel AT o Sl FRETT kY HIGAT Y FoTaT el |
o Prevent trans-border crimes, unauthorized entry or exit from Indian territory.
AT AR 3TORTET T Aehedl 3 AR & F 3Tl G AT flehrd ohl AeheT |
o Prevent smuggling and other illegal activities.

TER 3R 317 373y Afafafeay s Aeper|

War-Time Roles

e Holding Ground: Secure less-threatened sectors to allow the Army to focus on
offensive tasks. If a major attack occurs, the Army provides reinforcement or takes
over.

H G dTel 1T T GIF&I AT cllfeh AT HTSHIHS HIT U CATA higed X Hoh | T3
gHel S U &, BT FEHIOT Yol FCA § AT FIEHR Frerc &l

e Protection of Vital Installations: Secure critical sites like airfields from enemy
commandoes or paratroopers.

gaTS &A1 oI HEcaquT el hl g« SHaATs! AT RIgd & FaTT e
e Extension of Defense Lines: Hold strongpoints in conjunction with other units to
extend main defense lines.

HEY T&TT ATSs1l T o1l & foIT 31w g1zl & ATY AR HsTg o3l I uehsa|
e Aggressive Action: Engage in limited operations against enemy paramilitary forces
as per the Armed Forces' plans.

T Foll T ST oh 3THR G AR il & el WIAT Ferelet L=
e Special Tasks: Conduct intelligence-based raids or other assigned operations.
GithaT TR SIIARY AT 37 T 31T FelTelel e
e Guidance: Act as guides in border areas familiar to BSF personnel.
fvaTs HiEAT F gRFTT dar et & Anleds & 9 & 1 |

e Law and Order: Assist in maintaining law and order in enemy territories under Army
control.

YT & TAIAT A AT &¥HT & hiseT 3R HAEUT TATT WA H HGRIAT e

e Escorts and Prisoner Management: Provide escorts and guard prisoners of war.

TEhIE Gl AT IR Feor St i frarret e
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o Refugee Management: Help in refugee control when civil police and home guards are

unavailable.

oTe fafarer g 3R gle 1S 3uerstr o g, ot QRO f3g=o1 & Heg |

Plastic treaty talks fail amid
split over production cuts

IGS Paper IlI: Environment

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

Delegates from nearly 170
countries who gathered in
Busan, South Korea, failed
to agree on a framework
agreement to eliminate
plastic pollution, despite a
week of negotiations.
While this was the fifth
and officially final round of
talks of the Intergovern-
mental Negotiations Com-
mittee that began in 2022,
ultimately the chasm bet-
ween the blocs of coun-
tries — those that saw cut-
ting plastic production as
necessary to eliminate
plastic waste and those
that didn’t — proved too
wide to overcome.
Countries, however,
have decided to resume

Delegates pose for a group photo at the end of a member state
press briefing during the fifth meeting of the INC in Busan. AFP

negotiations, likely some-
time next year, under the
tentative =~ banner  of
INC-5.2.

As of Sunday evening,
the assembly of countries
in the final plenary ex-
pressed disappointment as
well their reservations on
several paragraphs in a

text, which was synthe-
sised by the Chair of the
proceedings, Luis Vayas
Valdivieso, following nego-
tiations by countries in an
attempt to cobble together
an agreement.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10

Plastic treaty talks fail amid split over production cuts

cofesd TS aral Scurge weld! W QAT & R fawd

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS




PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Contact Number: 9971932488

Delegates from nearly 170 countries gathered in Busan, South Korea, but failed to
agree on a framework to eliminate plastic pollution despite a week of negotiations.

STaTeTaT 170 it & S e e, gfaror IR 7 e gu, AfeheT Teh Aedle & STadid &
STao(G Cellieceh YGIUT hl TcH sl o ToIT fehdll ol I HEAd w16l &1 Heh |

This was the fifth and final round of talks of the Intergovernmental Negotiations
Committee, which began in 2022.

g wierat 3 3ifa# 2R 2, S 2022 # YE U IAR-TRARY arclt HATT i ST o feeam
|

The key division was between countries advocating for cutting plastic production to
eliminate waste and those opposing it.

A& fasTsTel 3a1 it & o o7 it ctiees Seureel & Hekd) 1 qadet i & 3R i sae
farer s |

Countries decided to resume negotiations next year under the tentative banner of INC-
5.2.

et a¥ 37976l I INC-5.2 o 3R §oX ool ATl fthe & & et 1 30T forar|

As of Sunday evening, the assembly expressed disappointment and reservations on
several paragraphs in the text synthesized by Chair Luis Vayas Valdivieso.

AER oo Teh, FHT o eweT J39 araw fTsRATHY @Ry IR fohw 10 uTe & g 3regesal
R fArem 3R 31ReEToT sgad fhu|

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

Post-2015 Development Agenda: The Post-2015 Development Agenda was a
global initiative led by the United Nations (UN) from 2012 to 2015 to create a
framework that would succeed the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), which
ended in 2015. The new framework resulted in the adoption of the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGSs).

2012 & 2015 & ST HFF IS¢ (UN) G@RT FATfd Post-2015 Development Agenda
o Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) & ST¢, &T dfaeh faehr FIRAET IR S|
T YRUTE Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) %Wﬁgﬂﬂl

The term sustainable development was first defined by the Brundtland
Commission (1983) as "meeting the needs of the present without compromising the
ability of future generations to meet their own needs." The first major international
effort towards sustainability was the Earth Summit (1992) in Rio de Janeiro, where
Agenda 21 was introduced, focusing on environmental and developmental concerns.

qad AT 2Ueg AT Tgell IR geols AN (1983) GIRT $H & H qRIA feohar Ira:
"GeAHT H HTTITHAIH] H T AT, 377 15T T Dl &) STl & FHSAAT o)
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Tdd e & oI ggelr 987 3aAUSEIT 93918 Earth Summit (1992) # Rio de Janeiro

Jfrg’}lT, ST Agenda 21 9er far |

e Introduction of SDGs (2012-2015): The idea of the SDGs was proposed by
Colombia at a preparatory event for Rio+20 held in Indonesia in July 2011. At the
Rio+20 Conference (2012), the resolution "The Future We Want" emphasized key
themes such as poverty eradication, energy, water and sanitation, and health. A
formal Open Working Group (OWG) of the UN, consisting of 30 members, was
established in 2013 to finalize the SDGs. The OWG presented 17 goals and 169
targets to the UN General Assembly in September 2014.

SDGs T fadR HIefaram ZaRT Felg 2011 # $SNRAAT H gV Rio+20 H IR Sk &
9E T I1AT| Rio+20 Conference (2012) & "The Future We Want" &THeh J&dTd o
Il e, Folt, Tl 3R Faesdn, iR Fareed S vew favE W SR el 2013 #
UN & Open Working Group (OWG) & 17 @& 3 169 &1& 9&dd fohu|

@) Severopment GLLPALS

NO ZERO GOOD HEALTH QUALITY GENDER B CLEAN WATER
POVERTY l [ AND WELL-BEING EDUCATION EQUALITY AND SANITATION

1]

DECENT WORK AND g 10 REDUCED
ECONOMIC GROWTH INEQUALITIES

VN

(=)

1 CLIMATE 1 1 6 PEACE, JUSTICE PARTNERSHIPS
ACTION BELOW WATER AND STRONG FOR THE GOALS

INSTITUTIONS
f @

e Adoption of SDGs and the 2030 Agenda: On 25 September 2015, the UN General
Assembly adopted the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development through the
resolution "Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.”
This document contains 17 SDGs, 169 targets, and 232 indicators. These goals aim
to address global challenges such as poverty, inequality, climate change,
environmental degradation, and justice by 2030.

25 fAdaY 2015 I HFFd AT HETWHT = "Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development" JEdTd & ATEIH ¥ 2030 TAST Sl ITATIAT| SHH 17 A&,

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS




PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Contact Number: 9971932488

169 @& g, 31X 232 Whaw AfAe §1 37T 3587 2030 oeh TS, HHHATEACT, STefaryg
AR, 9ATeRviT faRrae, 3R = SiEr afRas gatfaat s Tarere S |

Monitoring and Challenges

The implementation of SDGs is monitored by the High-Level Political Forum (HLPF)
under the United Nations Economic and Social Council. However, HLPF faces
challenges such as lack of political leadership and differing national priorities. To track

indicators.

progress, the SDG Tracker was launched in June 2018, providing global data on all

SDGs & arfel & fearrelr High-Level Political Forum (HLPF) gaRT & STl 81
glefifeh, HLPF &l Irstelifcieh sicjed shl el 3R ISERT TrAfAenaiait # 3w Sidl gt
T HTHAT AT I5T & | ST 2018 F SDG Tracker dled T 31T, ST Gt Hehelahl TX
AfRaeh 3T yeTe FRaT B

e Recent Impacts and Criticism
o The COVID-19 pandemic adversely affected all 17 SDGs in 2020, hindering
global progress.

COVID-19 AN & 2020 H T 17 SDGs I AhRIcHS & & YATIAT fHaT|

o While SDGs emphasize synergies like those between climate action (SDG 13)
and health (SDG 3), critics highlight trade-offs, such as between ending hunger
(SDG 2) and promoting environmental sustainability (SDG 15).

glelifeh SDGs STefaryg NaTS (SDG 13) 3N LY (SDG 3) Sielt Hgfeharait o
SR &d 8, oifeheT 3Telleres 8[@ FHTCT &t (SDG 2) 3R gafaeoiiy f&uwar (SDG
15) o " 3rEIeleT ol 3R SART H ¢ |

Option for euthanasia in new rules on captive

INBRIEF

Option for euthanasia in new

rules on captive elephants

Making an elephant stand under the scorching
sun for long, forcing it to wear decorations for
unreasonably long periods, or bursting crackers

near the animals for ceremonial purposes can
land one in trouble, as these acts amount to
cruelty to elephants under the proposed Kerala
Captive Elephants (Management and
Maintenance Rules), 2023. The State government
is in the process of replacing the existing rules,
introduced 12 years ago, with the new one, which
have also proposed euthanasia for elephants
which are in “such agony or pain that it is cruel
to keep the said animal alive”.

elephants
¥ 3 @ gt & v a8 At A
Wiﬁ
faFea

e Making an elephant
stand under the
scorching sun for long
periods, forcing it to wear
decorations for
unreasonable
durations, or bursting
crackers near them for
ceremonial purposes are considered cruelty under the
proposed Kerala Captive Elephants (Management and
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Tl 1 AT 4 | &9 THY dIeh GsT e, 38 AR I3af aF Frae ggatat & v Jlsy

AT, IT FARNE A TSI HISAT, YT h¥el hiteq velithew (yae 3R t@w@E @Aas),

2023 o g HIdT AT AT E |

e The State government plans to replace the existing rules introduced 12 years ago

with these new rules.

TS TR 12 WIS Tg o9 [T 10 HIS[ET ATt ot 51 70 Il @ Seolel Sl Arafell dal

@l

e The new rules also propose euthanasia for elephants experiencing extreme agony or
pain, deeming it cruel to keep the said animal alive.

AT TAIAT 7 3o gTIAAT & fIT gTaTcg 1 ol Y& &, Sl FcqfoF Fve A& ST W 8,
3R ST Shifae @t st FlaT ATl S|

On Statehood Day, Rio calls for
swift resolution of Naga imbroglio

GS Paper lll: Internal
Security

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

Nagaland Chief Minister
Neiphiu Rio on Sunday un-
derscored the urgency to
resolve the protracted “Na-
ga political issue” that in-
volves almost three de-
cades of ceasefire with
extremist groups.
Speaking at the 62nd
Statehood Day celebration
in the State capital Kohi-
ma, Mr. Rio also stressed
the government’s commit-
ment to going beyond spe-
cial measures to ensure the
development of the east-

Website: patrioticias.in
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ern part of Nagaland, com-
prising six districts.

The Chief Minister said
the Democratic Alliance of
Nagaland government con-
tinues to accord topmost
priority to the peaceful re-
solution of the Naga politi-
cal issue while pursuing
the path of development
and progress.

‘Met Amit Shah’

“I met Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah on Novem-
ber 21 to discuss the press-
ing concerns and reiterate
the urgency of resolving
the Naga political issue,”

Mr. Rio said.

The concerns include
internal divisions among
the Naga extremist groups
and a recent statement by
the National Socialist
Council of Nagalim, also
known as NSCN (Isak-Mui-
vah) or NSCN (I-M).

The Naga political issue
refers to the peace process
between the Centre and
two rival extremist organi-
sations — the NSCN (I-M) on
the one hand, and the Na-
ga National Political
Groups (NNPGs), a con-
glomerate of at least seven
groups, on the other.
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On Statehood Day, Rio calls for swift resolution of
Naga imbroglio

=T TATYAT f&adq a1, RAY A AT Tohe & ofig AT &Y
dier &Y

e Nagaland Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio on Sunday emphasized the urgency of resolving
the long-standing "Naga political issue", involving nearly three decades of ceasefire
with extremist groups.

ATaTTels & HEIHA Afhg RAY A AAaR 1 AR TSI Hee" & TATETE i
cTcehTToIehll TR SR T, St orameraT efter gereht & Werdfamer & Ssr 8|

e Speaking at the 62nd Statehood Day celebration in Kohima, Mr. Rio highlighted the
government's commitment to ensuring the development of eastern Nagaland, consisting
of six districts, beyond special measures.

PIEHT H 623 T A T fe@® TARNE H sterd §U, A1 R = &g et arer Aemel’s & qdff
13T o Ty Y TAR 3UTl & W AT el hr Flcieetral W SR e

e The Democratic Alliance of Nagaland government prioritizes a peaceful resolution
of the Naga political issue while simultaneously focusing on development and progress.

SAFRF TATIH T AT TFR A Asteliicien Hed & nfaqor FATeeT 1 qrafAendr
ﬁg@ﬁﬁmﬁ?wﬁwaﬁeméﬁﬁm%‘l
o “Met Amit Shah”: Mr. Rio stated that he met Union Home Minister Amit Shah on

November 21 to discuss pressing concerns and emphasize the urgency of resolving the
Naga political issue.

" 31T g F Femarra: A RAT 3 FgT o 3egieT 21 AT 1 HE g 7 HfAT AE A
HelTehll T AT RT3 9 =il 1 3R AT ToTlicieh Hee & FHATT ST AlcshiTeiehdl 91
er fem|

o Concerns discussed include internal divisions among Naga extremist groups and a
recent statement by the National Socialist Council of Nagalim (NSCN - I-M).

T H AT 3TATE Fogt & < siafe fsrere 3R e arrfaee FEf0 3w
AR A (NSCN - I-M) & gTferar §37eT enfaer g1
e The Naga political issue pertains to the peace process between the Centre and two

rival extremist organizations — the NSCN (I-M) and the Naga National Political
Groups (NNPGs), a conglomerate of at least seven groups.

AT Ao e AeaT &g 3R & gfdggedr 3arardy Harasit — NSCN (1-M) 3R aATe aererer
vifafeFer o (NNPGSs), ST F & S |Td WHG! I TS g, & dre il Tfshar &
Fafad g

Naga Conflict
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The Naga Conflict, also known as the Naga Insurgency, is an ongoing struggle

between ethnic Nagas and the Government of India.

¢ Nagaland is located at the tri-junction of India's western and southern borders,
Myanmar on the east, and northern territories.

e The conflict traces its roots to colonial history and has persisted since India's

independence, with Nagas seeking secession from India.

o ST HEY, T AT fagig ¢t el ST &, ST AR 3R AR TFR & §id Il @l
T TS §

o ANl R & afasr 3R gfarol s, qf 7 FiAR 3R 38 &3 & B der
&7 & Rua

o 3T TEY &I 318 Jafaafe sfagm 7 § 3R 98 %Ra $r Taddar & a1 § IR §, Sae

ATIT ARG J 37131 hl #AT HT I &

e Plebiscite of 1951: On May 16, 1951, the question of "Naga Sovereignty" was put to
a plebiscite, where Nagas voted overwhelmingly for independence. In response, they
formed an armed wing under the Naga National Council (NNC), called the Naga
Safe Guards (NSG), led by Kaito Sukhai.

16 #S 1951 I A HHT" T TR&T SIeTHd HaIg H FEcl T a1, ST87 AEM3AT o
TITAT & U&T H A AJCTT fohaT| TG SIATd H, eglel AT A2TeTol P38 (NNC) &
gl Teh HAEH ATET F=11S, T8 AT A IMSH (NSG) el 1T 3N /AT aAccd hel
qars o |

e Colonial History and British Rule: After fierce resistance, the British defeated the
Nagas in the Battle of Khonoma in 1880, establishing control over the Naga Hills.
They used divide-and-rule policies, introducing Christianity, education, and altering
traditional tribal systems.

F3 9faey & a1c, fafeer 3 1880 & WATAT I TS & AR Y g AT fged aT
for=oT T fonam| 3egiet e sTelt 3R Tt & 1 A 39S, Sars e, e ik
IRURS STl YUTfeidl # deoltd fohar|

e World War | and Formation of the Naga Club
During World War |, about 2,000 Nagas served in the British Labour Corps. Upon their
return, they sought unity among Naga tribes and formed the Naga Club in 1918,

which became the first organized political body representing the Nagas. The club
emphasized unity, integrity, and socio-economic development.

9 TavE Getr oh SR, TITeTdT 2,000 A3 o ffeer ofsy iy 7 dar | dtead |,
3giel AR STASTIAAT 7 TehdT Sl AT FT 3R 1918 T AR FoAS T ST [T, AT AT
FT gfafAf&ca FI aTelT TgalT Fafad Tt iaeh [T g1 ITAT| FAS oF TehdT, 3Tl
3R FrAfSE-3nde faera W SR g

e Memorandum to the Simon Commission (1929)
In 1929, the Naga Club submitted a memorandum to the Simon Commission,
opposing inclusion in the future Indian Government. They requested to remain under
British administration. This marked the first formal call for Naga independence.

1929 H, AT FoId o TTSHA HHTLNA Pl Teh AT 19T, THTH ATAST FHr ARAT TPR H
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Revanchist Suits Iag & HAHeH

Courts should not yield to motivated claims
against places of worship.

HETd! sl YT ¥ell & f@erd 9 grat & 3
STl oTel e |

Motivated litigation, aimed at altering the status of
a place of worship, led to a violent protest and
the killing of four persons in Sambhal district,
Uttar Pradesh, recently.

o T #T Fufd agae & 3edea ¥ 4Rd
HFHeATS gTel &1 & Harel fel, 3T aer # IR oA
#r Fter 3w farer o1 o |

The Supreme Court of India has called for
preserving peace and harmony and restrained a
trial court from proceeding with a suit until the
Allahabad High Court hears the matter.

HRT & GAA FIE 7 AT AR TG TATC T@A T
3TEdTe fohdm 3R SATEIeTg 3od AT Ganl ATH

T GeTdTS cTeh foTerell 3TeTeld T 31Tl a6t & Jehr|

The Court directed that the report prepared by the
Advocate-Commissioner to survey the Shahi
Jama Masjid at Chandausi be kept sealed.

FE F fder R B srftraerar-smgera gawr Tk &
QATET SATHT ATESIE HT AIETOT Flt & AT IR Y 718
Rt =1 Hrer T@T se

Hindutva proponents claim that many mosques
were built after destroying Hindu temples and seek
to use the judicial process to alter the religious
character of such structures.

fRgca aard=t &1 grar ¢ 7o w7 Aferd g At 1
ST et o d1C FoTS IS 3R T 37 AT & enfiish
TAWT DI dGoll o [oIT =TTk FTshdT T ITJTIT el
e & |

[GS Paper I: Communalism |

Revanchist suits

Courts should not yield to motivated
claims against places of worship

otivated litigation aimed at altering the
M status of a place of worship, a question-
able ex parte court order, and the vio-
lent protest that it evoked, led to the killing of
four persons in Sambhal district, Uttar Pradesh,
recently. The Supreme Court of India’s order call-
ing for preserving peace and harmony has pro-
vided some respite from the tension. The Court
has also asked the trial judge not to proceed with
a suit filed by Hindutva proponents until the Alla-
habad High Court hears the mosque committee
on the validity of the survey order. It has also di-
rected that the report, if any, prepared by an Ad-
vocate-Commissioner appointed by the civil
court to survey the Shahi Jama Masjid at Chan-
dausi be kept sealed. The incident is part of a
baleful pattern of action by aggressive Hindutva
proponents who claim that many mosques were
built after destroying Hindu temples and seek to
use the judicial process to alter the religious cha-
racter of the structures. The lower court’s order
was passed on the same day it was taken up and
without hearing the mosque’s management com-
mittee. Local residents interpreted the survey as
an attempt to convert the 16th century mosque,
built during Babar’s reign, into a temple. Police
say the four dead were shot by firearms used by
the protesters; residents say it was police firing.
The civil court order came on an application in
a suit filed by eight parties. The violence took
place during a second survey of the mosque. It is
unfortunate that precedents arising from similar
claims against mosques in Varanasi and Mathura
have rendered it normal for courts to pass per-
functory orders in favour of surveying disputed
property even before establishing whether such
suits were permissible in law. In the process,
courts have been routinely allowing the wilful
violation of the Places of Worship (Special Provi-
sions) Act, 1991, which freezes the status of places
of worship as on August 15, 1947, and bars suits
aimed at changing their status. Former Chief Jus-
tice of India, D.Y. Chandrachud’s observation that
the Act does not bar ascertaining the religious
character of a place of worship on that day may
have emboldened many an ill-motivated clai-
mant. Independent of this Act, this masjid is a
place of worship protected by the Archaeological
Survey of India, and there is a prohibition against
it being put to any use inconsistent with its cha-
racter. The lesson is not merely that courts
should be wary of entertaining revanchist suits.
There should also be sufficient recognition that
such developments stoke communal tension,
and have undesirable consequences for peace
and harmony.

The lower court’s order for a survey was passed ex parte and without hearing the

mosque’s management committee.
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fraelY argTera &1 WARTOT FT 3TN THaTwT TR [ham a1 3R ATESIE yatrT FfAfa & a1
g 9|

e Residents viewed the survey as an attempt to convert the 16th-century mosque built
during Babar’s reign into a temple.

I AT o gdeTor &Y 164t TEY HT ATESIE, ST 16T F ATHTFRTA H gl A, I ARY H Scolad
T TATH ATAT|

e Four persons were killed during violent protests, allegedly by police firing, while
residents claim the police used firearms.

féae e & ey IR it i Al g3, S e rafar sarar s, sefs f@arfaat
arar & T gior = gRART #1 gwa#Ter foha|

e The civil court order was based on an application by eight parties. The violence
occurred during a second survey of the mosque.

ARTRE T T HICU TS TETHRI GIRT SRR et I 3T 1| fEar gav wfamor &
gRIeT €51

e Precedents from similar claims in Varanasi and Mathura have normalized courts
allowing surveys even before establishing the legal admissibility of such suits.

aRTOTHY 3R 7Y 7 38 e & gral A I3 3GTEN0N o T S denfae FwRar a7 e
T Freferor Y 31TATY ot AT AT S AT 7

e This practice violates the Places of Worship (Special Provisions) Act, 1991, which
freezes the status of places of worship as of August 15, 1947, and bars suits for
changing their status.

I SishaT gt T4l (e yraere) 3rfafags, 1991 7 Soelust el §, ST Iolt Fail &
TEUfeY &l 15 3191 1947 oo 8RR T § 3R 3eTeht [EUTeY Seelet o HoheAT ahl wide it
FLAT R

e Former CJI D.Y. Chandrachud’s observation that the Act does not bar ascertaining the
religious character of a place on that date has emboldened ill-motivated claimants.

U4 HET FATATENRr . 978, g3 T T Iacliehe foh Ig ITRTgH 39 e hr enfite gapfar
A TR e @ A& VerT, & IR grRAERY = Nearfed gl

e The masjid is also protected by the Archaeological Survey of India, prohibiting any
use inconsistent with its original character.

Ig ATPE 8 SR qRIca WARTOT SaRT BRIET 8, it S Hel FT o Taolier Tl ot
3TN T AT Far g

e Courts should avoid entertaining revanchist suits, as they stoke communal tension
and harm peace and harmony.

37eTeldt T YeRIgRT & FHeAT R TIaR it @ =T A1y, Fifeh I8 AT d=ra i
ST &l & 3R Aifer A FEHTT T e Tg Tl &
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What India’s Al Safety Institute could do

|GS Paper I1I: S&T

n October, the Ministry of

Electronics and Information

Technology (MeitY)

convened meetings with
industry and experts to discuss
setting up an Al Safety Institute
under the IndiaAlI Mission.
Curiously, this came on the heels
of Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
visit to the U.S., the Quad Leaders’
Summit, and the United Nations
Summit of the Future. Al
appeared high on the agenda in
the run up to the Summit of the
Future, with a high-level UN
advisory panel producing a report
on Governing Al for Humanity.

Policymakers should build on
India’s recent leadership at the
G20 and the GPAL and position it
as a unifying voice for the global
majority in Al governance. The
design of the Safety Institute
should prioritise raising domestic
capacity, capitalising on India’s
comparative advantages, and
plugging into international
initiatives.

Notably, the Summit of the
Future yielded the Global Digital
Compact that identifies
multi-stakeholder collaboration,
human-centric oversight, and
inclusive participation of
developing countries as essential
pillars of Al governance and
safety. As a follow up, the UN will
now commence a Global Dialogue
on Al It would be timely for India
to establish an Al Safety Institute
which engages with the Bletchley
Process on Al Safety. If executed
correctly, India can deepen the
global dialogue on Al safety and
bring global majority perspectives
on human centric safety to the
forefront of discussions.

Institutional reform

In designing the institute, India
should learn from concerns
stemming from Meit¥’s Al
Advisory in March 2024, which
proposed that there be
government approvals before the
public roll-out of experimental Al
systems. Some asked what kind of
institutional capability the Indian
government had to suitably
determine the safety of novel Al
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India’s Al Safety
Institute should
tap into parallel
international
initiatives

deployments. Other provisions on
bias, discrimination, and the
one-size-fits-all treatment of all Al
deployments indicated that the
advisory was not based on
technical evidence.

Similarly, India should be
cautious and avoid prescriptive
regulatory controls which have
been proposed in the European
Union (EU) and China. The threat
of regulatory sanction in a rapidly
evolving technological ecosystem
quells proactive information
sharing between businesses,
governments, and the wider
ecosystem. It nudges labs to only
undertake the minimum steps
towards compliance. Yet each
jurisdiction demonstrates a
recurring recognition of
establishing specialised agencies —
for example, China’s Algorithm
Registry and the EU’s Al Office.
However, to maximise the promise
of institutional reform, India
should decouple institution
building from regulation making.

The Bletchley process is
underscored by the U.K. Safety
Summit in November 2023 and
the South Korea Safety Summit in
May 2024. The next summit is set
for France and this process is
yielding an international network
of Al Safety Institutes.

The U.S. and the U.K. were the
first two to set up these institutes
and have already signed an MoU
to exchange knowledge,
resources, and expertise. Both
institutions are also signing MoUs
with Al labs and receiving early
access to large foundation models.
They have installed mechanisms
to share technical inputs with the
Al labs before their public roll
outs. These Safety Institutes
facilitate proactive information
sharing without being regulators.
They are positioned as technical
government institutions that
leverage multi-stakeholder
consortiums and partnerships to
assess the risk of frontier Al
models to public safety. However,
they largely consider Al safety
through the lens of cybersecurity,
infrastructure security, safety of
the biosphere, and other national

@PATRIOTICIAS

security threats.

These safety institutes aim to
improve government capacity and
mainstream the idea of external
third-party testing and risk
mitigations and assessments.
Government-led Al safety
institutes aim to deliver insights
which can transform Al
governance into an
evidence-based discipline. The
Bletchley process presents India
with an opportunity to collaborate
with governments and
stakeholders from across the
world. Shared expertise will be
essential to keep up with AI's
rapid innovation trajectories.

Charting India’s approach
India should establish an Al Safety
Institute which integrates into the
Bletchley network of safety
institutes. For now, it should be
independent from rulemaking and
enforcement authorities and,
instead, operate exclusively as a
technical research, testing, and
standardisation agency. It would
allow India’s domestic institutions
to tap into the expertise of other
governments, local
multi-stakeholder communities,
and international businesses.
While upscaling its Al oversight
capabilities, India can also use the
Bletchley network to advance the
global majority’s concerns with
Al’s individual centric risks.

The institute could champion
perspectives on risks relating to
bias, discrimination, social
exclusion, gendered risks, labour
markets, data collection and
individual privacy. Consequently,
it could deepen the global
dialogue around harm
identification, big picture Al risks,
mitigations, red-teaming, and
standardisation. If done right,
India may become a global
steward for forward-thinking Al
governance which embraces many
stakeholders and government
collaboration. The Al Safety
Institute can demonstrate India’s
scientific temper and willingness
to implement globally compatible,
evidence-based and proportionate
policy solutions.
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What India’s Al Safety Institute could do
HI & THTS F&T AT I FIT HAT A1

In October, the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) convened
meetings with industry and experts to discuss setting up an Al Safety Institute under
the IndiaAl Mission.

e H, Felareliaierd 3R Faalr e A #ATer (MeitY) & IndiaAl farere & dgd wams
F&TT FEYTT TATTAT Lol I Tl Flet & foIw 3erer 3R faQiwat & |rer das il

This came on the heels of Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to the U.S., the Quad
Leaders’ Summit, and the United Nations Summit of the Future.

Ig TeTaT#E s1ig ANGY 1 7ARFT aman, Fars Asw wfde, ik wgaa wse & afdsy e

;miwr?mgsm

Al appeared high on the agenda in the run-up to the Summit of the Future, with a high-
level UN advisory panel producing areport on Governing Al for Humanity.

sy fRIER FFEAe @ Tgdl, HgFd TSE & 3TI-FIT FATgHR JoTel o AleTaar & faw

T3IHTE & ATHA TR Teh RIS AR 7|

Policymakers should build on India’s leadership at the G20 and GPAI, positioning it as
a unifying voice for the global majority in Al governance.

ATy RT3 &t Sf20 3R GPAI F Ra & Aqed T FHIH ST A11RT 3N S8 TIHTE ATHeT
# 3R qgad F fIT Twhse 3arer F § & TR A1 A1fewl

Institutional Design Priorities

Website: patrioticias.in
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The design of the Safety Institute should prioritise raising domestic capacity,
capitalising on India’s comparative advantages, and plugging into international
initiatives.

AT HEYTA & T3S & b &TAdT 99T, R F Jelellca o1l HT 39ANT AR
HRTET ggal H FRETT FHI AR &1 S aAnfeu]

The Global Digital Compact identified multi-stakeholder collaboration, human-

centric oversight, and inclusive participation of developing countries as essential
pillars of Al governance and safety.

AR Rives FaFla  ag-Rauns weair, #ea-Hid o, 3R fwraeie g &
gaTaeft mefierY 1 T3S e AR YA & Hgca ol TS & &Y H gl

As a follow-up, the UN will now commence a Global Dialogue on Al, making it timely
for India to establish an Al Safety Institute.

SH IeTITeIeT H, WIFA ST I UIHTE W OF ARGF Harg Y& M, a8 AR & v
TS G&T HEATT T Fledl HHAATTH BT
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Institutional Reform Recommendations
HEATTT UK F A

India should avoid prescriptive regulatory controls like those proposed in the
European Union (EU) and China, as these could stifle proactive information sharing.

AR A1 AT e (EV) 3R et 7 gearfad srfaard e fag=oi @ s==r @i,
FIITH A ATABRT GTHAT FIA HT FHIAT T S1TST F Thd ¢

To maximise institutional reform, India should decouple institution building from
regulation making.

HEYTITT GUR I HThTH $el o TV, R T FE4TeT faaor wi fafazser fasfor § sreer
FLAT AR

The Bletchley Process

s TfshaT
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The Bletchley process is underscored by the U.K. Safety Summit in November 2023
and the South Korea Safety Summit in May 2024.

sererelt UfHaT &l Adav 2023 # T AFd wiAe 3R 7 2024 # gfaror FRET v affe
CaRT Y@ifehd fahaT 91T &

The next summit is set for France, and this process is yielding an international network
of Al Safety Institutes.

3T WiAC Wi 7 U § 3R T5 Tihar wams Yeam GEumEl & U 3RS Acad &l
AT A ET R

The U.S. and the U.K. were the first two to set up these institutes and have already
signed an MoU to exchange knowledge, resources, and expertise.

IARFT 3R I 7 FIH Tgol ST FEATEAT hT TUT9AT T 3R AT, FATe=1 AR Ardwagar &
3TTCTT-HeTe o ToIT Tgel &1 Ueh WHSIAT ATIsT (MoU) IR gEdTeR o Tl &

Both institutions are also signing MoUs with Al labs and receiving early access to large
foundation models.

ST TEATT THTE ool F T FHSAT ATIT T §EARR FX 1B & 3R 93 Fr3sers Azl d
IR qga e I TE &

They have installed mechanisms to share technical inputs with the Al labs before their
public rollouts.

37giel T3S oIed & HTY 3eTeh HIdTioieh UIHTE A Ugol dAhaildhl STICH HIST it & foIT
goTferar ¥21d & §1

These Safety Institutes facilitate proactive information sharing without being
regulators.

ﬁgﬁ@%ﬁma@ﬁg@aﬁaﬁwa@mmaﬁwmﬁl
They are positioned as technical government institutions leveraging multi-stakeholder
consortiums to assess risks of frontier Al models.




PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Contact Number: 9971932488

Sog ARl FIRRT FEATT & T H TATAT HAT 3137 § S DA TS ATl & SATEH
wwmﬁ%ﬁva@%ﬁw#ﬁwmaﬂﬁ%l

Role and Scope of Safety Institutes
FR&T HEATaAT oy o7fAaT 3R qrr

e They consider Al safety through the lens of cybersecurity, infrastructure security,
biosphere safety, and national security threats.

Y T3S F&T T AIFE GI&TT, IaaTe=T GI&TT, SRAEHIAT T, AT TeET Rt Tl &
fSeior & & &

e These institutes aim to improve government capacity and mainstream the idea of
external third-party testing and risk mitigation.

q HEUT FIHRY 81T H GUR el AR agd Jelig-gat gdieror ik Sif@# sgeienor
FTUROT &l HCITURT 7 ATl T o8 T ¢ |
e They deliver insights to transform Al governance into an evidence-based discipline.

Y TS AT T Teh FIEF-ITUTR HFATHA H Seolel oh T icTefoe Feret H:ed &
India’s Approach to the Bletchley Process
sl YfhdT I HRA T TfocHIoT

e India should establish an Al Safety Institute to integrate into the Bletchley network.
T ohT Sererell Aeaeh # ATTA gl o [T Ueh TIHTE FI&T WEYTeT LTI Hlar Anfe v |

e For now, it should be independent from rulemaking and enforcement authorities and
operate as a technical research and standardisation agency.

roreTer, 30 9w AT 3 yadsr s & Tada &= a1 v 3R U dsheley
ITHET I ATARIFIOT TAHT o T F A AT AT

e India’s institute can use the network to advance concerns about bias, discrimination,
gendered risks, and privacy.

HR T T GEATT G877, AEHTT, ofres sfRF, 31t Muehrar @ gafaa Rigrit & 3mr
JoTel & ToIU 3T icah &7 39T Y bl ¢

o It could foster global dialogue on harm identification, big picture Al risks, and
standardisation.

g g1 IgHTd, A9 T3S NfRAY, 3 AFREI0r W 3Rae dare Y Wicaied X Fhar
gl

e By doing so, India may become a global steward for forward-thinking Al governance
embracing multiple stakeholders.

AT 4, AR SoeTel BT qTer TIHTS AT & T/ ARas TI&TF o7 GohelT & o 8
fecTemRent T Afdrer e & |
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o The institute can demonstrate India’s scientific temper and implement globally
compatible, evidence-based policies.

HEYTT R T SATferes Igfer T T et Y Fehell & 3R ARash & & Forel, WIeT-3meTRaT
AT & ST T FeheTl B

Global Partnership on Artificial Intelligence (GPAI)

e Founding Member: India joined GPAI in June 2020, an international initiative to
promote responsible Al development and usage.

HI ST 2020 H GPAI & HEATTH HEGEY &1, ST fOFAGR T3S T 3iR 39T hr

FoTaT &o¥ T Ueh 3TAWTSET g o

e Alfor Social Good:
o Leveraging Al for healthcare, education, and agriculture to enhance public
welfare.

Ty, RIET AR $TT F TS 1 3UANT WidoT{eieh HeAT0T I dGTa1 o foIw |
o India is using Al-driven solutions for crop monitoring and weather forecasting.

R B8l IR 3R HTH qaTHTeT o T TS 3Menmied FeATeneT 39Aer oY

WEEl
e Ethics and Inclusion: India advocates for the ethical use of Al and emphasizes
inclusivity to avoid technological biases.

HRE T3S & A 3Tt 3R dheiehr qaiars & ao= & v FArafar o) iR &ar &1

e Alin Governance: Initiatives like Al-enabled e-governance systems and the
Responsible Al for Youth program reflect India’s proactive approach.

T3TS-HETH 3-91ae19 faEeH 3R FHIFAGR U3T8 BR JU FRIFH oI Tgel 7R T afshg
e #rgema gl

Bletchley Network

e The Bletchley Network is a global initiative aimed at fostering international
collaboration on artificial intelligence (Al) safety, regulation, and governance.

¢ Named after the Bletchley Park in the UK—famous for codebreaking during World
War ll—this network signifies a modern effort to decode challenges posed by Al and
align global policies for its ethical use.

e Objective:
The primary goal is to promote safe and ethical Al development while ensuring that
nations collaborate on mitigating risks posed by advanced Al systems like generative
Al and artificial general intelligence (AGI).

e Global Collaboration:
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o Facilitates knowledge-sharing among governments, tech companies, and
research institutions.
o Focuses on building a unified framework for Al safety and accountability.
o Encourages the creation of international standards for Al ethics and
transparency.
e Foundation Event:
o Announced during the Bletchley Declaration at the UK-hosted Al Safety
Summit in 2023.
o Major participants included the G7, the European Union, India, China, the
United States, and private sector leaders like Google DeepMind and OpenAl.
e Focus Areas:
o Al Safety Standards: Developing guidelines for testing and deploying Al.
o Cross-Border Data Sharing: Facilitating safe exchange of Al-related data
while addressing privacy concerns.
o Al in National Security: Examining the dual-use nature of Al in defense and
warfare.
e Governance Model:
o Ensures a balance between innovation and regulation.
o Supports inclusive decision-making by involving developing countries
alongside developed ones.

India’s Role in the Bletchley Network

1. Contribution to Al Ethics:
India emphasizes the responsible use of Al in line with its domestic Al principles under
the National Al Strategy.

2. Advancing Digital Public Goods:
India’s expertise in deploying Al for public goods like health, agriculture, and
governance complements the Network’s objectives.

3. Leadership at Global Forums:
India’s active participation in platforms like GPAI and the G20 aligns with the Bletchley
Network’s focus on inclusive Al governance.

Relevance and Challenges

e Importance:
o The Network is critical for addressing existential risks of Al, such as biased
algorithms, weaponized Al, and loss of human oversight.
o Itensures global trust in Al systems by fostering transparency and
accountability.
e Challenges:
o Divergent Policies: Countries differ in their approach to Al regulation.
o Technological Inequities: Ensuring that developing countries benefit from the
Network’s initiatives.
o Geopolitical Tensions: Balancing cooperation among nations with conflicting
interests.

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS




PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Contact Number: 9971932488

In 8 II'Ts and 7 IIMs, over 80% faculty are from General Category

[GS Paper II: Reservation ]

In IIT Mumbai and IIT Kharagpur, 90% of the over 700 faculty positions are held by people belonging to the General Category

I DATA POINT

The Hindu Data Team

of Technology (IITs) and three

Indian Institutes of Manage-
ment (IIMs), the share of faculty
belonging to the General Category
exceeds the 90% mark. In six oth-
er IITs and four other IIMs, the
share is 80-90%. These conclu-
sions are based on Right to Infor-
mation (RTI) replies received from
these institutions individually on
various days in September 2024.

The Centre mandates reserva-
tion of 27% in faculty positions for
candidates of Other Backward
Classes (OBC), 15% for those be-
longing to Scheduled Castes (SC),
and 7.5% for those belonging to
Scheduled Tribes (ST) in both the
IITs and IIMs as a part of its policy
which covers nearly all Central
educational institutions.

In IIM Indore, 106 of the 109
posts (97.2%) are held by faculty
belonging to the General Category.
There are no faculty belonging to
the SC or ST reserved categories in
IIM Indore, according to the RTI
reply received on September 20.
In IIM Udaipur, more than 90% of
the faculty belong to the General
Category. In IIM Lucknow, 95% of
the faculty belong to the General
Category. In six of the IIMs ana-
lysed, there is no faculty member
who belongs to the ST category. In
IIM Bangalore, where there were
protests demanding proper imple-
mentation of reservations in facul-
ty recruitment, over 85% of the fa-
culty belong to the General
Category.

In IIT Mumbai and IIT Kharag-
pur, 90% of the over 700 faculty
positions are held by people from
the General Category. In the Man-
di, Gandhinagar, Kanpur, Guwaha-
ti, and Delhi IITs, 80-90% of the fa-
culty belong to the General
Category.

Overall, in the 13 IIMs for which
relevant data could be ascertained
through RTI requests, 82.8% of fa-

M A

l n at least two Indian Institutes

culty members are from the Gen-
eral category, 5% from the SC cate-
gory, 1% from the ST category,
9.6% from the OBCs and the rest
split across Economically Weaker
Sections (EWS) and the quota for
the physically challenged. Chart 1
shows the category-wise share of
faculty members in select IIMs
which shared data.

Overall, in the 21 IITs for which
data were shared, 80% faculty are
from the General Category, 6%
from the SC category, 1.6% from
the ST category, 11.2% from the
OBC category, and the rest split
across the EWS and the quota for
the physically challenged. Chart 2
shows the category-wise share of
faculty in select IITs which shared
data.

While the overall figures show a
smaller share than what is mandat-
ed, not all IITs and IIMs are the
same. In IIT Patna, for instance,
38% of the faculty are OBC, fol-
lowed by 22% who are SCs, and
13% who are STs; 12% are from the
General Category. In the IITs in
Bhilai and Indore too, around 50%
of the faculty are from the General
Category.

Similarly, among the IIMs, 51%
of the faculty in IIM Jammu are
from the General Category, 19%

On the margins

The data for the charts were sourced from Right to Information reports
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Chart 1: The chart shows the break up of faculty by social groups (in %) in lIMs.
M Gen% SC% MM ST% Il OBC% Il EWS% PWBD %
1IM Indore
1IM Lucknow
1IM Udaipur
1IM Tiruchirapalli
1IM Bangalore
IIM Kozhikode
1IM Rohtak
1IM Kashipur
1IM Sirmaur
1IM Mumbai
|IM Visakhapatnam
1IM Raipur
1IM Jammu 51
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Chart 2: The chart shows the break up of faculty by social groups (in %) in Il Ts.

areSC, 5% are ST, 23% areOBCand M Gen% ' SC% [ sT% Il OBC% I EWS% '/ PWBD %
2% belong to the EWS category. IIT Mumbai
For the RTI requests, only some IIT Kharagpur
IITs and 1IMs had given the sanc- IIT Delhi
tioned strength and vacancy IIT Guwahati
across various posts. Among the IIT Kanpur
seven IIMs which had shared va- IIT Gandhinagar
cancy data, 256 vacancies were IIT Mandi
listed. Of those, 88 were for the IIT Bhubaneswar
OBC category, the highest among IIT Jodhpur
all categories, followed by 54 from IIT BHY
SCs. There were 30 unfilled posts T Ropar
among STs too. IIT Palakkad
Among the 11 IITs which had 2 ';:i“g::zﬂ
shared vacancy data, 1,557 vacan- T Tirupati
P 5 pati
cies were listed. Of those 415 were IIT Goa
for the OBC category and 234 were IIT Dhanbad
for the SCs. There were 129 un- T Dharwad
filled posts among STs too. IIT Bhilai
IIT Indore
The RTI requests were filed by Gowd Kiran 11T Patna 12 22
Kumar, national president of the All India 0 10 20 30 40
OBC Students. i
S e R r %

Faculty Representation in lITs and [IMs: General
Category Faculty Majority
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IEIMEN 3R ITEIETH A e F1 v T I
M%W@raﬂa@wﬁ

« In8I1ITs and 7 lIMs, over 80% faculty are from the General
Category.

o In lIT Mumbai and IIT Kharagpur, 90% of the over 700 faculty
positions are held by people from the General Category.

- 3§ 3R IS A bl w1 wiafaftes: wy Aot & sgAa

. 8IITs 3T 7 IIMs & 80% ¥ 31T+ hared) AT Aoft A §1

. IMEHTEE Ha$ AR AEIMEE WSR H 700 F HOF bt w@r A &
90% HTHATT Aoft F T &1

e Inatleasttwo lITs and three 1IMs, the share of faculty belonging to the General
Category exceeds 90%.
e Insix lITs and four 1IMs, the share is 80-90%.

FS IMEIMEA 3 IMEINSTH & AT A & theped! 1 gw=aT

o FHIAFAITs IR AT 1IMs F FHATT Aoft & thared! &1 AT 90% T 3 ¢
o BF IITs 3R AR IIMs # tharedT &1 fFEAT 80-90% &1

e These conclusions are based on RTI replies received from these institutions individually
in September 2024.

7g fsed RTI 3wT OX 3menRe § o g1 Heuml & Rdey 2024 # wred ge

e The Centre mandates 27% reservation for OBC, 15% for SC, and 7.5% for ST in both
IITs and lIMs.

% TR IITs 31T 1IMs F OBC & faw 27%, SC & faw 15%, 31X ST & farw 7.5% 3ma7or 3rfaart
FCT B

e InlIMIndore, 97.2% of the posts are held by faculty from the General Category.
¢ No faculty from SC or ST reserved categories in [IM Indore according to the RTI reply
received on September 20, 2024.

IMEITETH 5SR F heaved! F1 AT AviY 7 fFean

o IMEIMSTH SR H 97.2% U, ATHTFT A0 F theped! & IT &
o IMSIETH S H SC AT ST IRTAT AT T F1S Phehod) 18T &, T AR RTI 39
wgé%,a’rzoﬁﬁwzomﬁﬁraﬁaﬁl
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e InIIM Udaipur, more than 90% of faculty belong to the General Category.
e InlIM Lucknow, 95% of the faculty belong to the General Category.

HTEITETHA 36T AR ITEISTH or@aTs # Sabved) 1 ArAY Soft # few

o TEHTSTH 3T H 90% F Hf&F herodt wroATeT A A T
o ITEITETH TE@AF H 95% thahod! AT A0 T E

e Insix lIMs, there is no faculty member belonging to the ST category.
e InlIM Bangalore, over 85% of the faculty belong to the General Category.

HTEIETH ST 3R 377 IEINSTF A thared) 1 FHAT Ao 7 ewm

o BF lIMs H 1S &i hehod! TeET ST Al A 78T £

o 3IMEITETA AR H 85% & HfAF hercd! A AT Avh I &1

e InlIT Mumbai and IIT Kharagpur, 90% of the over 700 faculty positions are held by
people from the General Category.

ITEHTEET HaS 3R HEIMEET W3R # e T WA Aoft 7 fewam

o IMEITEE HaE R SIS WG F 700 ¥ AHTAF Fedy w&l A § 90% WA AV &
T &l

e InlIT Patna, 38% of the faculty are OBC, 22% are SC, and 13% are ST, 12% are from
the General Category.

ITEHTESY geaT 7 thahed! T faavor

o ITSHTEE YT H 38% thehodl OBC, 22% SC, 3iX 13% ST Ao & §; 12% A1HAT Joft &
gl

e InlIM Jammu, 51% of the faculty are from the General Category, 19% from SC, 5%
from ST, and 23% from OBC.

IMSIMSTH FTFH 7 el &1 fAavor
o ITEHTETH FFH H 51% thehod! AT A0 A g, 19% SC, 5% ST, AR 23% OBC & &

¢ Among the 7 IIMs that shared vacancy data, 256 vacancies were listed, with 88
vacancies for OBC, 54 for SC, and 30 unfilled posts for ST.

rsamsea # RiFaat 1 f@awor

o 7 1IMs & St RfFT et wre o, 3@e 256 RiFaar gheewy of, 5= oBC & fow 88
RfFaar, SC & fow 54 3R ST & T 30 9g ReFa o
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e Among the 11 lITs that shared vacancy data, 1,557 vacancies were listed, with 415 for
OBC, 234 for SC, and 129 unfilled posts for ST.

3mS3msdY A RiFaat w1 fawor

o 11 1ITs o it RieFe Ser @rew fomam, 3a73 1,557 Rigaar geliaqy of, fS=1# OBC & faw 415
RfeFaar, SC & fow 234, 31X ST & forw 129 ug Rad |
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On the freedom of religion in Banglades

The preamble of the Bangladesh constitution mentions nationalism, democracy. socialism and secularism as its fundamental principles. Article 41 guarantees

freedom of religion. It says that every citizen ‘subject to public order and morality” has the right to profess, practise or propagate any religion

|53mpv: Il Fre f Religion |

LETTER & SPIRIT

Faizan Mustafa

he desecration of Hindu

temples in Bangladesh and the

arrest of Hindu monk Chinmoy

Krishna Das on sedition
charges is not only a violation of
Bangladesh’s constitutional promises but
also a negation of international human
rights law. Human rights are not the
internal matters of any country and thus,
India is fully justified in expressing its
concerns about the violation of minority
rights in Bangladesh. However, the
Bangladesh Foreign Ministry’s reply has
been disappointing, indicative of how a
country which violates minority rights
usually responds.

Some 20 million Hindus, Christians,
Buddhists and Ahmadiyyas who
constitute the minorities in Bangladesh
cannot be left at the mercy of the interim
government that has not shown any sign
of taking concrete steps against the
Islamist majoritarian mob except a visit to
Dhakeshwari temple by Muh d
Yunus who heads the current political
dispensation. The kind of religious
freedom the Bangladesh constitution
guarantees to its religious minorities must
be revisited by the interim government.

Four fundamental principles

Pakistan was created through the divisive
and erroneous two nation theory of Veer
Savarkar and Muhammad Jinnah. No
nation is to be created in the name of
religion. Proving the theory wrong within
25 years, Pakistan itself got partitioned
with the creation of a new country —
Bangladesh. This new country was
created not in the name of religion but on
the basis of the secular and liberal
‘Bangla’ nationalism. The constitution
was adopted by the Constituent Assembly
on November 4, 1972. The constitution
also mentioned that this date corresponds
to the 18th Day of Kartick, 1379 B.S.

[GS Paper

ndia-Bangladesh Relations

J

Rights of the few: Bangladesh Hindus demand that the government withdraw all cases against their leaders in Dhaka, Bangladesh, on November 2. Ap

basis of our struggle for freedom and also
changed the basic character of the
Republic as enshrined in the preamble as
well as Article 8(1) of the constitution.”
On June 30, 2011, the constitution was
again amended through the 15th
amendment and the term ‘secular’ was
reinserted. The amendment removed the
ssion ‘absolute faith and trust in

The preamble of the ladesh
constitution mentions nationalism,
democracy, socialism and secularism as
its fundamental principles. Unlike India,
their commitment to socialism has been
explicitly mentioned and the preamble
says that the fundamental aim of the state
is to realise through democratic process a
socialist society free from exploitation — a
society in which rule of law, fundamental
human rights and freedoms, and equality
and justice will be provided to all citizens.

Islam as state religion

Though the original Bangladesh
constitution was secular, the military
dictator Ziaur Rahman in 1977 removed
‘secularism’ from it, and in 1988, General
Ershad got Article 2A inserted in the
constitution which laid down Islam as the
state religion. This new Article says that
the state religion of the Republic is Islam
and that other religions may be practiced
in peace and harmony. This kind of
provision is there both in Sri Lanka as
well as Bhutan. But the High Court and
the Supreme Court struck down the
amendment in 2005 and 2010
respectively. The court said that even
though Islam is the state religion, the
constitution remains secular. In a
186-page judgment, the court observed
that the “preamble and the relevant
provision of the constitution in respect of
secularism, nationalism and socialism as
existed on August 15, 1975 [Mujeebur
Rahman was assassinated on this day] will
revive.” It observed that “omitting
secularism, one of the state policy from
the constitution, destroyed one of the

Allah’ from the preamble but retained
above the preamble expression ‘in the
name of Allah, the beneficent, the
merciful’ that was added in 1997. To
accommodate other religions, it also
mentions ‘in the name of Creator, the
merciful.’ Thus Allah was changed to
Creator. The court also invalidated the 5th
amendment that permitted political
parties based on religion.

Rejection of religious discrimination
Article 2A stated that the religion of the
Republic would be Islam but that the state
shall ensure equal status and equal rights
to Hindus, Buddhists, Christians and
other religions. Here there seems to be a
contradiction — Islam is the state religion
yet other religions have also been given
‘equal status’ and ‘equal rights’. In the
classical secular formulation, this is not
right. However, it seems that this
declaration of Islam as state religion in
Bangladesh was similar to the status of
the king in the United Kingdom as the
‘defender of faith’ and ‘Supreme
Governor of the Church of England.’ King
Charles on May 6, 2023 took the oath to
‘uphold the laws of God and the true
profession of the Gospel, in the
Protestant reformed religion established
by law and reserve the settl of the

| be the essential ingredients of secularism

in Bangladesh and how secularism will be
achieved. It says that the principles of
secularism shall be realised by the
elimination of communalism in all forms;
where the state shall not grant political
status in favour of any religion; where
abuse of religion for political purposes
and any discrimination against or
persecution of persons practising a
particular religion is prohibited. With
such a clear cut and progressive
provision, whatever happening today is
contrary to the constitutional mandate
and Bangladeshi courts must immediately
intervene just like in 2005 and 2010.

Article 38 that deals with the
fundamental right to form associations
prohibits the formation of unions or
associations for the purposes of
destroying the religious, social and
communal harmony among the citizens
or if such associations are formed for the
purposes of creating discrimination
among the citizens on the grounds of
religion, race, caste, place of birth or
language etc. or if objects of such
associations are contrary to constitution.

Additionally, Article 23A imposes a
duty on the state to protect and develop
the unique local culture and tradition of
the tribes, minor races, ethnic sects and
communities of Bangladesh. Unlike
Pakistan’s constitution, there is no Muslim
qualification to the office of President or
other constitutional offices.

Absolute freedom of religion
Bangladesh’s constitution in an
independent article (Article 39)

gud s freedom of thought and

Church of England.

Article 8(1) of the Bangladesh
constitution mentions secularism along
with nationalism, democracy and
socialism as the fundamental principles of
state policy. Article 12 was revived by the
15th amendment and it explains what will
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conscience. India does not have freedom
of thought as a fundamental right but
freedom of conscience has been included
as part of the freedom of religion in
Article 25. Article 41 of Bangladesh’s
constitution guarantees freedom of

| religion. It says that every citizen ‘subject

to public order and morality’ has the right
to profess, practise or propagate any
religion. Like our Article 26, Article 41(b)
gives the right to every religious
community or denomination to establish,
maintain and manage its religious
institutions. Similarly just like our Article
28, Article 41(c) of Bangladesh’s
constitution lays down that no person
attending any educational institution shall
be required to receive religious
instruction or take part in or to attend any
religious ceremony or worship, if that
instruction, ceremony or worship relates
to a religion other than his own. The
difference between the two provisions is
while we do not permit any religious
instruction in any institution that is
maintained out of state funds or is
recognised by the government,
Bangladesh permits religious instruction
but only of one’s own religion.

Article 28(1) is a replica of our Article 15
and prohibits the state from
discriminating against any citizen on
grounds of religion, race, caste ,sex or
place of birth. It also states that no citizen
shall on grounds of religion, race, caste,
sex or place of birth be subjected to any
disability, liability, restriction or condition
with regard to access to any place of
public entertainment or resort or
admission to any educational institution.
Our Article 15 does not mention
educational institutions and gives the
right to access only to places maintained
wholly or partly out of state funds or
dedicated to the use of the general public.
Thus, Bangladesh’s constitution
« prohibits any discrimi
on the grounds of religion.

The interim Bangladesh government is
thus duty bound to honour these sacred
constitutional promises to retain people’s
trust in it.

Faizan Mustafa is a constitutional law
expert and Vice-Chancellor of Chanakya
National Law University, Patma.
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Though the original
Bangladesh constitution was
secular, the military dictator
Ziaur Rahman in 1977 removed
‘secularism’ from it, and in
1988, General Ershad got
Article 2A inserted in the
constitution which laid down
Islam as the state religion.

v

On June 30, 2011, the
constitution was again
amended through the 15th
amendment and the term
‘secular’ was reinserted. The
amendment removed the
expression ‘absolute faith and
trust in Allah’ from the
preamble but retained above
the preamble expression ‘in the
name of Allah, the beneficent,
the merciful’ that was added in
1997,

v

Like our Article 26, Article 41(b)
gives the right to every
religious community or
denomination to establish,
maintain and manage its
religious institutions.
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On the Freedom of Religion in Bangladesh
TR # &3 Y Tad=aT I

The preamble of the Bangladesh Constitution mentions nationalism,
democracy, socialism, and secularism as its fundamental principles.

ST el HiaETeT Y YFdTa=T & Usedrg, dddd, ATSENE, AR afatdarar
F 38 Alfes RAgural F w9 7 3eaw Far g

e Article 41 guarantees freedom of
religion stating every citizen has
the right to profess, practice, or
propagate any religion, subject to
public order and morality.

DG 41 U Y FAATAT Y AR
& &, ora# smeT I § o &Y
ARTRS T fordY 8ft & & A,
qrelel I AT YATRA LA HT
PR §, T I8 graafasw
sgaEdT AR Afawar & 3769 81|

e Desecration of Hindu temples in
Bangladesh and the arrest of
Hindu monk Chinmoy Krishna
Das on sedition charges is a '
violation of Bangladesh’s constitutional promises and international human rights law.

sraTeneer # fig ARRY @1 3rafdor 31k g wrey R Foor are 1 Ttale & IR A
TIRTARY SaTereer & Hideniish arer 3R 3ARTSERT ATTaIYhR hisfst l oot ¢

¢ 20 million Hindus, Christians, Buddhists, and Ahmadiyyas constitute minorities in
Bangladesh.

20 farferrer fig, s, e ik sreafea sireneer # sreudegs dHe B

o The Bangladesh Foreign Ministry’s reply to concerns about minority rights was
disappointing, indicating how a country violating minority rights responds.

ST & fIeer HATAT FT FAAE cITEIS JTAFRT U 31T T JaTell b IR F
fARTRTSTeTeh T, S I cATAT § o 3c9aEgeh TR &7 SooltsT el aTell &2 ha
gfafsar &ar &1

¢ Muhammad Yunus visited the Dhakeshwari Temple amidst these violations, but no
concrete steps have been taken by the government.
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ST Seoltal & oI HegFAe Iy o YThead AT &1 &R o, dfdhed THR A 15 3
e H gl 3oTAT B

e Bangladesh's constitution was adopted by the Constituent Assembly on November
4,1972.

FETATER FT HIAUTST WIAUTT WHT SIRT 4 AFER 1972 Y 3T AT AT

e The constitution’s fundamental principles are nationalism, democracy, socialism, and
secularism.

HiaermeT & Flfereh TAUTd § Isearg, dddd, FATATE, 3R gAfaTdsran
e Ziaur Rahman removed secularism in 1977 and General Ershad added Article 2A in
1988, declaring Islam as the state religion.

TSIt TE e 71 1977 & efATdaTar ger & AR el Teiie -7 1988 # 3efeda 2A S,

s sFaTa 1 T &y A fonar I

e The High Court and Supreme Court in 2005 and 2010 struck down the amendment,
stating the constitution remains secular despite Islam being the state religion.

Fod ey AR A FIEF 2005 3R 2010 F 57 HMT Y RET X 2T, I Foad
gU o HIAUTe YATATIET &1l TgT 8, 371 &Y Felmet s U |

el
e June 30, 2011, the 15th amendment reinserted secular into the constitution and
changed the preamble's reference from Allah to Creator.

30 SfeT 2011 I, 1587 HNEreT HiGUTeT # GAfATdat ol got: SisT IR TEcrae 7 edre &
TYTeT TR G 2sc; T 3TN fohaT a1

e The court invalidated the 5th amendment allowing political parties based on religion.

AT o 5§ WA 1 A Y fer, Toreat erat 3menel Tofehicien golt & 31egaAfer |

Rejection of Religious Discrimination

e AT &7 IEdIHIoT

o Article 2A stated that the religion of the Republic would be Islam but that the state shall
ensure equal status and equal rights to Hindus, Buddhists, Christians, and other
religions.

3Tt 2A o e foh IURTST o1 U3 SEATA BI9T, offehat T 1 fRgait, stqut, Sursat,
3R 3 AT B AT R i gare R giarRed s gl

¢ There seems to be a contradiction—Islam is the state religion yet other religions have
also been given ‘equal status’ and ‘equal rights’.

IET Uh FaRIETHTE Tcild 8T §—SEdTH o 4 &, T off 310 et ot gareT feufar 3ik
FAT SR fGU T 1
e The declaration of Islam as state religion in Bangladesh was similar to the status of the

king in the United Kingdom as the ‘defender of faith’ and ‘Supreme Governor of the
Church of England’.

SETATCRT H SEATH I To U & T H I A1 GFFT T H AT 1 AT & FAT
o7, 3T 'f3earE & 38T 3T = 376 9ei5 & Fafed IaeR gld &

e King Charles on May 6, 2023, took the oath to ‘uphold the laws of God and the true
profession of the Gospel, maintain the Protestant reformed religion established by law
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and reserve the settlement of the Church of England.’
ST AT 1 6 7 2023 T A9 ol AT 7o T 'S8 o ol IR FHATAR o FeT G &t
qTeTol 3T, Tlefel GART TUTUT AEEEE FETR &1 Tl F=AT0 T 3R = 317 9ol &
fATer @ grierd T

e Article 8(1) of the Bangladesh constitution mentions secularism along with nationalism,
democracy, and socialism as the fundamental principles of state policy.

ST & HiqHTeT & 3féswer 8(1) H Tax AN & He Ruidr & &7  estfardarar,
Trseare, Mddd, 3R ARG FT Seod R AT B

e Article 12, revived by the 15th amendment, explains how secularism will be achieved
in Bangladesh.

158t et @R Yesiifad Hrfeder 12 7 qarar a2 ¢ foh gafadarar siorereer & 4
e 1 STuef |

e Article 12 says secularism shall be realized by the elimination of communalism and by
prohibiting abuse of religion for political purposes and any discrimination against or
persecution of persons practising a particular religion.

3TiEehel 12 FHgal ¢ Tob YHATARYETAT &l AFIETAFHAT o 3ol A TeTeiifars 35geal &
forT et & guer 3R Fordl faRIW €137 T UTelel et dTel Safareal o AGHTT AT 3ediga i

Uehepd UTCT v ST |

e Bangladeshi courts must intervene just like in 2005 and 2010 to ensure constitutional
compliance.

qrFaTeRlY 3reTeral ST 2005 3R 2010 T TRE FEIET AT MG ATk HIAUT T HeTdTeleT
AT g1 ash |

e Article 38 prohibits the formation of associations for the purposes of destroying
religious, social, and communal harmony among citizens.

Mfeeher 38 ARTRGT & e anfdier, Wrfas 3R WFIEIRF TEHTT 1 75 F & 3687
¥ Tt & IaeT A wfAs T war gl

e Article 23A imposes a duty on the state to protect and develop the unique local culture
and tradition of the tribes, minor races, ethnic sects, and communities.

Inféwher 23A ToT W A=l s sfaat, s dverat 3R aeerat Hr fafdrse v
TEHia 3R W &t @fard 3R awRid a3 &7 wdeg e g

e Unlike Pakistan’s constitution, there is no Muslim qualification to hold the office of
President or other constitutional offices.

QIR o HIGUT o qudid, Isgafer o1 31 Haenfaie gat & T FaerteT Jraar =0
gl

Absolute Freedom of Religion

quT e Faadadr
e« Bangladesh’s constitution guarantees freedom of thought and conscience under
Article 39.

AT & HIALTT & 3feFer 39 & dgd g 3R A+ i Taa7ar H e g
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o Article 41 of Bangladesh'’s constitution guarantees freedom of religion, giving every
citizen the right to profess, practise or propagate any religion, subject to public
order and morality.

TRTATCET & TTAET T AfEFRer 41 LT TTATAT T IR ST &, [TTH TP ARTRS I
1 3 ot THHR FT&T, AT F T AR Fa T A SR [Fordr g, ardsifas sgaedr
3R Afaear & 3refi=|

e Like India’s Article 26, Article 41(b) gives every religious community the right to
establish, maintain, and manage its religious institutions.

HR o JTfEFer 26 I e, HTEHeT 41(b) Fedeh UTTHS FHE Y e UTfHh HEATeAT T
TATYAT, TEIETT 3T I8 ) &7 3THR ST 1

e Article 41(c) prohibits requiring individuals to participate in religious activities not related
to their religion in educational institutions.

&R 41(c) TFTAT ¥ QeI GEUTAT F 37T &4 T FEOT 7 gl Tl enfin
arfafaferat & smer o iy AT i A Vhar gl

e Bangladesh allows religious instruction in educational institutions but only for one’s own
religion.

SiaTeTeRr QAfeTeh FEATHT H enfden AT #r ITAT ST §, et Shaer 30 &3t & |

e Article 28(1) prohibits the state from discriminating against any citizen on grounds of
religion, race, caste, sex, or place of birth, and ensures equal access to public
places and educational institutions.

TféFer 28(1) TT 1 &e, A, T AT Fe A TATT & 3R R FFaT o AR & arer

AT 2|
e Article 15 of India does not mention educational institutions but ensures equal access to
public places maintained out of state funds.

IR T 3T 15 AT TEATAT FT Sooll 76T HIT ¢, olfehed I A TAAT T FATT T
TSIl T oo FHTA Tge Gl el B

o Bangladesh’s constitution completely prohibits any discrimination on the grounds of
religion.

TRTATCRN F HTAUTST 7 o & TUR W fohdly o ehX o Serara & gt g & fader g

e Theinterim Bangladesh government is duty-bound to honour these sacred
constitutional promises to retain the trust of the people.

HANH TRV FIHR So1 Gid o HAToleh qTal hl FFEHTT it o [T Feleqagy g clieh
STeTdT &7 faRard &= G|
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Why the U.S. Department of Justice wants
Google to divest its Chrome browser

Google, now considered a monopolist in the search market, claimed the US. Department of Justice is pushing a “radical interventionist agenda” to
the detriment of Americans and the country’s position as a tech leader

[GS Paper III: |
Sahana Venugopal

The story so far:
n August, U.S. Federal Judge Amit
Mehta, in a tech industry-defining
case, said Google had illegal
monopoly power in the online
search market. Following the landmark
ruling, the U.S. Department of Justice
(DOJ) on November 20, proposed
large-scale remedies that go far beyond
the Silicon Valley giant’s online search
business. The proposals include possible
divestment of Google’s Chrome and
Android businesses.

What does the U.S. DOJ proposal
mean for Google?

The DQ]J, in its proposal, stressed that
Google’s hold over the online search
market had to be loosened so there can
be more competition. The federal
government unit has argued for a
mandatory sale of the Chrome browser,
possible divestment of the Android
mobile operating system, a five-year-long
ban on entering the browser market, and
a restriction on paying third parties like
Apple to make Google the default search
engine on their products.

Additionally, the DOJ has asked Google
to provide publishers and content
creators with the ability to block their
data from being used to train Al models.

The DOJ suggested the formation of a
‘technical committee’ to monitor how
Google is implementing the various

remedies. The proposal raised concerns
about whether Google could use its Al
technologies or business strategies such
as acquisitions, mergers, and
partnerships to bypass these remedies.

Google will also have to make its search
index available to rivals for a small fee and
be more transparent about its search
technologies. In essence, the regulator’s
remedies are sweeping and intend on
hitting where it hurts Google the most —
its profits. The DQOJ wants to make it so
that “Google is prohibited from owning
not only a browser — following its
divestiture of Chrome it may not re-enter
the browser market for five years — but
also from owning or acquiring any
investment or interest in any search or
search text ad rival, search distributor, or
rival query-based Al product or ads
technology.”

What was Google’s response?
Google strongly condemned the remedies
as a “radical interventionist agenda.”

“DOJ’s wildly overbroad proposal goes
miles beyond the Court’s decision. It
would break a range of Google products —
even beyond Search — that people love
and find helpful in their everyday lives,”
said Kent Walker, President, Global Affairs
& Chief Legal Officer, Google & Alphabet,
in a blog post.

The executive also listed out the
potential dangers of the U.S. DOJ’s
remedies. This included risking the
security and privacy of millions of

American users, forcing Google to
disclose company and customer data to
either domestic or foreign external
companies, harming Google’s
investments in Al, hurting Google’s
business partners, impacting the ease of
accessing Google Search, and normalising
government micromanagement of a daily
user’s internet experience.

“DQJ’s approach would result in
unprecedented government overreach
that would harm American consumers,
developers, and small businesses — and
jeopardise America’s global economic and
technological leadership at precisely the
moment it’s needed most,” said Mr.
Walker.

How could the proposal affect
Google’s Chrome users?

When you buy a new phone, it might be
natural to find Google’s search browsers
or apps pre-installed and ready for you to
use. The idea of intentionally finding and
downloading a rival service that suits you
better — such as Microsoft’s Bing,
DuckDuckGo, Brave, Firefox, etc. — might
not even cross your mind because Google
is already present or is the easiest first
choice. The DOJ’s proposals aim to break
this chain for customers in America, by
stopping Google from pushing its services
as the go-to option for gadget users. For
example, the DOJ’s filing proposed a
“choice screen” even on Google devices
to make sure that users can freely select
either Google Search or a rival product as

their default, without being nudged in
Google’s direction.

Needless to say, Google was not on
board with this plan. “As just one
example, DOJ’s proposal would literally
require us to install not one but two
separate choice screens before you could
access Google Search on a Pixel phone
you bought. And the design of those
choice screens would have to be approved
by the Technical Committee. And that’s
just a small part of it. We wish we were
making this up,” commented the
company in its blog post.

‘What are the next steps?

The ball is now in U.S. District Judge Amit
Mehta’s court, where the remedies will be
evaluated next April. Google is also
expected to propose its own remedies
before Judge Mehta.

Meanwhile, the DOJ will file a revised
proposed final argument on March 7,
2025. Tt will continue to monitor Google’s
activities and business operations to see if
any other remedies need to be added.

A transition in the White House can’t
be ignored as it is unclear how
president-elect Donald Trump might
weigh in on the legal matter. Mr. Trump
had earlier threatened to shut down the
search giant but backtracked later. On the
other hand, Judge Mehta said the April
2025 trial would not be moved to
accommodate late proposal revision
requests by Mr. Trump-appointed DOJ
officials.
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In August, U.S. Federal Judge Amit Mehta, in a tech industry-defining
case, said Google had illegal monopoly power in the online search
market.

3eTET #, ARNFY el wraefier fAT Agar, T awsiih! 3GHT H
aRenfa FTe arer AT 7, o a1 fF IETe & 91 AeTArse Wit AR A
Yy THIfOFHR afFa g

Following the landmark ruling, the
U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ)
on November 20, proposed large-
scale remedies that go far beyond
the Silicon Valley giant’s online
search business.

Agcaqot favky & a1e, AR =
fAs1meT (DOJ) o 20 AGFEX HI a3
AT R FATITA TEATTI fohT AT
faforeier deit & fEI9TaT & 3iTeTogeT
ISl IR ¥ gl 319 d6 &

The proposals include possible

divestment of Google’s Chrome
and Android businesses.

CACHE

SEATAl 3 IEr & FIA 3R US1e3 AR & Harfae fashr iy o i arg 31

What does the U.S. DOJ proposal mean for Google?

AN DOJ FT YFATT IET & AT FAT AT 872

The DOJ proposed that Google’s hold over the online search market be loosened to

allow more competition.

DOJ & SEaTfad {3 fo I[arer & 3ifeTelisst WieT TSI} IR sheall & fohaT STT i 31ftes

gfaeqe’ & g |

The DOJ has argued for a mandatory sale of the Chrome browser, possible
divestment of the Android mobile operating system, a five-year-long ban on
entering the browser market, and a restriction on paying third parties like Apple to make

Google the default search engine.

DOJ & FIHA 3R & Afaard faeh, vgiss Aaga TR T Rven & wanfad s,
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e The DOJ also requested that Google allow publishers and content creators to block
their data from being used to train Al models.

DOJ & g # 3erer R o aaret wehrersht 3R Wl fasTanait st 319ty 3er a1 Al Alsed
& GTR1ETOT o fIT 3T FohT STet & Aehed T AT S|

e The DOJ suggested the formation of a ‘technical committee’ to monitor the
implementation of the remedies.

DOJ & HATUTH & fohaTeadel &l TaRTel & T ‘dehetisht GIATY St 1 gera e

¢ The DOJ also proposed that Google make its search index available to rivals for a small
fee and be more transparent about its search technologies.

DOJ & g #f G R foh I[aTel 319eT T S T Ffeaftial T BIe e TN 3Telsy
T 3 39T T dehetient & a1 # 3778 gREefT &l

e In essence, the remedies intend to affect Google’s profits.
RN, A FHATLT T[aTel o ST T FeATTAT el oAl SITaT T & |

¢ The DOJ wants to prevent Google from owning not only a browser but also from owning
or acquiring any investment or interest in any search or search text ad rival, search
distributor, or rival query-based Al product or ads technology.

DOJ |TgdT & féh I[aTel sheel Ueh SIT39iX & HTfeleh o6 81, Sieeh Tiel AT WeT SFEC faaATdet
wfagaed!, @isr [aae, a1 ufdededr weat-3menfd Al 3cure a1 A=t depstieh & forely oft
foraer a7 ¥ T 31feargur o T Fh|

What was Google’s response?

IETS 1 FffshaT Fr A2

e Google strongly condemned the remedies as a “radical interventionist agenda.”

I[ETel o HHATETS Sl Teh “TRH FEARIIFR TAST & & H a1 fae formam|
o Kent Walker, President, Global Affairs & Chief Legal Officer, Google & Alphabet,
called the proposal an overbroad agenda that would hurt products people love.

Fee diaT, 3reTeT, ARaF A 3R FET FEgEA AfAFRY, T 3N TABET A FEATT Y
Teh 3cgTeeh SIS TSiST hgl il Sl ol TEHE 31TeT dlel ScUTGl i FJehdTe ‘-ISUIk’dlll

e Google raised concerns about risks to security and privacy of m|II|ons of American
users.

IETeT o F&T A MNTATAT T oferd T IARRT ITATRATIHT o T et TRt 1
ol FRIaT STaTs|

e Google warned that the proposal could force the company to disclose company and
customer data to external companies.

IET & AATae &Y foh TEdTa shaelt iR ATgeh ST i STEdl HUfAdl & I Fehe it & felw
FSTY T Hehell &
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Google also expressed concerns about the impact on Al investments, business
partners, and users' experience.

aETel A Al frde, SR amefieRY, 3R 3uAeTehal3i & o]t UR SHe THTS i ol ol
frdr s

Kent Walker argued that the DOJ's approach would result in unprecedented
government overreach.

Fec TIFHT of gl b DOJ FT TfEHIUT ¥ LRI TIFTY &l &1 |

How could the proposal affect Google’s Chrome users?

YEATE IETA & A IYANFHATHT F1 F TN FT Thar §72

The DOJ’s proposals aim to break the chain where Google’s services are the default
option on new phones.

DOJ & YETAl &l 363 SH HWeT I ASAT & ST61 I[FTeT &l AT 77T BleT I Bhiee
e g 8|

The DOJ proposed a “choice screen” to ensure users can select either Google Search
or a rival product as their default.

DOJ o “|igq ThIT” YEITI Y § clifeh Ig GiATRerd foram ST Heh o SuAaTehel! IETeT |1
1 el wfdegedr 3cure 1 fShice §9 & e Feh |

Google criticized the plan, stating it would require two separate choice screens to
access Google Search on a Pixel phone.

IRTS & AYSTAT T HTeTTI=AT ) @W%W%WWWW@W@%
fOIT &Y 3TeTaT-37e1eT ATSH ThIe T AT graf|

What are the next steps?

IS FeH FATE?
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The remedies will be evaluated in U.S. District Judge Amit Mehta’s court next April.
FHATUTEAT T Hedieht IARPY forar sarameiier 3fAa Agar & 31arerd 7 37 3rder 7 fmar

ST |

Google is expected to propose its own remedies before Judge Mehta.
AT § 39feTd & foh a8 STt ATAT o AIH 39 HATTST TETTAT |
The DOJ will file a revised proposed final argument on March 7, 2025.

DOJ 7 ATH 2025 3! Teh FMTAT gEaTiad 3ifas de arfilet |

The DOJ will continue to monitor Google’s activities to determine if further remedies are
needed.

DOJ I[arel T Arfafaferat &1 fHIRT shdr wan difeh Ig e fanar 5 @ fa

AR gaATEN Y 3T THhar ¢

The potential transition in the White House could influence the case, with concerns
about president-elect Donald Trump’s stance.
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PM flags cyberfraud,
port security at

annual pol

GS Paper llI: Internal
Security

NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has expressed con-
cern over the potential
threats generated on ac-
count of digital frauds, cy-
bercrimes, and Al technol-
ogy at a conference of top
police officers in the
country.

Mr. Modi, along with
Home Minister Amit Shah,
attended the 59th All India
Conference of Directors-
General of Police and In-
spectors-General of Police
at Bhubaneswar on Satur-
day and Sunday.

The Prime Minister
flagged the issues, particu-
larly the potential of deep-
fakes to disrupt social and
familial relations.

He also highlighted the
need to expand the focus
on port security, and pre-
paring a plan of action for
it.

Appreciating the initia-
tives taken in urban polic-
ing, he suggested that each
of the initiatives be collated
and implemented entirely
in 100 cities of the country,
a government statement
said.

Mr. Modi called for the
use of technology to re-
duce the workload of the
constabulary, and suggest-
ed that the police station
be made the focal point for
resource allocation.

Recalling the unparal-

ice meet

Narendra Modi

leled contribution of Sar-
dar Vallabhbhai Patel to
the Ministry of Home Af-
fairs (MHA), the Prime Mi-
nister exhorted the entire
security establishment —
from the level of the MHA
to the level of the police
station — to pay homage on
Patel’s 150th birth anniver-
sary next year, by resolving
to set and achieve a goal on
any aspect that would im-
prove the police’s image,
professionalism, and
capabilities.

During the conference,
in-depth discussions were
held on existing and
emerging challenges, in-
cluding counter-terrorism,
left-wing extremism, cy-
bercrime, economic secur-
ity, coastal security, and
narco-trafficking. Delibera-
tions were also held on
emerging security con-
cerns along the border
with  Bangladesh and
Myanmar, trends in urban
policing, and strategies for
countering malicious
narratives.
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TEISC 8139 H THTTAd SGolld & 39 HAH 9 I371d U8
Thell 8, TS rsgufa-gama Sares ¢Fd & 3@ W
RIar gl

. Judge Mehta confirmed the April 2025 trial
would not be moved due to late revision requests.

SToT AE T o TS o foh 3riter 2025 T T&TOT X &
TR 3T o HROT ST Feela|

PM Flags Cyberfraud, Port
Security at Annual Police
Meet

weTaHE o af¥ gfora doF &
ArEa 4@ 3 9@
H&TT T Heel 36T

. Prime Minister Narendra Modi expressed
concern over the potential threats posed by digital
frauds, cybercrimes, and Al technology during a
conference of top police officers in the country.

TITTHAT o1g; HIGT o 227 & MY gfera ferenrivat &hr
Soh H Bforee arEmeE), FEaT IR IR S
dFelld ¥ 3cTeo gla aTel THITAT @Rl W) F=iar
g d S|

o The conference was the 59th All India
Conference of Directors-General of Police and

Inspectors-General of Police, held in
Bhubaneswar on Saturday and Sunday.

do@ 594t 3Tl st gfow Agfagers sk
rdaTer-sterter &1 S oY, S ofaereay # afAaR s
IRAR 1 3mAfoa A T3

. Mr. Modi flagged issues such as the
potential of deepfakes to disrupt social and familial
relations.

AIEY St ¥ Sradherd T &THAT S FHeal I 3o, it
arTfa AR aiaRe Redl @ a1ftd a1 @ §1

e He also highlighted the need to expand the focus on port security and to prepare a
plan of action for it.
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3ogiel AGTANE F&TT TR LT HiGe FHYel i 3aedena 3R 30 fow v &1 Aeer TR
el T ST FI|

e The Prime Minister appreciated initiatives in urban policing and suggested
implementing them in 100 cities across the country.

TeITTHAT o AL FATAIT & ISTT AT AT T AGAT hT 3R 3¢ 2T o 100 AR 3 o9
Y T GArd &2

e Mr. Modi called for the use of technology to reduce the workload of the constabulary
and suggested making the police station the focal point for resource allocation.
AXEY S 7 SeZNARY & 3TN AT &1 A, [STEA HIECTeRT T FRAHR HA 8 Teh, 3R gfaw
T T THTET T T she; Tellel T ATd fe2m|

e The Prime Minister also recalled the unparalleled contribution of Sardar Vallabhbhai

Patel to the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) and urged the entire security establishment
to pay homage to him on his 150th birth anniversary next year.

TUTAHA o WG TEasTeATE U & 35 HATeIT (MHA) H Tl Arareret ¥ At fGars 3
GR&T HEAT 378 T o 3aTel Aol 3oTehl 1508t SAelt TR 3o Aetiieiier 3ifdd Y|
o During the conference, in-depth discussions were held on existing and emerging

challenges, including counter-terrorism, left-wing extremism, cybercrime, economic
security, coastal security, and narco-trafficking.

oo H HiS[er 3N IR YATdT o IgeT ==t i a1, fTHA IMcware-Oeft, aereedY 37T,
WIFET ORI, AT FaTT, TET GRaT 3R AGH verd avh e U

o Deliberations were also held on emerging security concerns along the border with
Bangladesh and Myanmar, trends in urban policing, and strategies for countering
malicious narratives.

SO H FITETeRr AR FATAR T AT 9 3R GRat I, agdr gfafder & ygfat, ik
TR & Tl 0Tt o) o = dr a1 |
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‘Society will perish if
population growth
rate falls below 2.I

[GS Paper I: Population |
The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) chief Mohan
Bhagwat on Sunday said fa-
milies must have more
than two children to en-
sure the survival of society.
His statement came days
after Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister Chandrababu Nai-
du proposed a law to in-
centivise families with
more children.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, however, had in
the past spoken about the
challenges posed by popu-
lation growth in India.

Speaking at an event in
Nagpur, Mr. Bhagwat said
the decline in India’s popu-
lation was a matter of con-
cern. Citing Loksankhya
Shastra, the RSS chief ad-
ded that fertility rate
should not dip below 2.1.

“Modern  population
science says when the fer-
tility rate of a society falls
below 2.1, that society van-
ishes from the earth. That
society gets destroyed
even when there is no cri-
sis. In that way, many lan-
guages and societies have
been destroyed,” he said.

He said that India’s pop-

\\ﬁ -t, _ Qi
i A&%

Mohan Bhagwat

ulation policy, which sets a
growth rate target of 2.1,
was introduced over two
decades ago.

“We need [families
with] more than two or
three children, this is what
population science says.
The number is important
because society should
survive,” he added.

TDP leader Mr. Naidu, a
BJP ally, had in October
said that his government
was mulling a law to allow
only people with two or
more children to contest
local body elections. Citing
examples of Japan, China,
and parts of Europe, he
cautioned people about an
increase in the elderly pop-
ulation which could strain
the State’s economy, and
urged families to consider
having more children.
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‘Society will perish if
population growth rate falls
below 2.1’

IfE TAHEAT qEfU X 2.1 A FA
gl STt § aY AT sTse g e

¢ Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) chief
Mohan Bhagwat on Sunday said families must have
more than two children to ensure the survival of
society.

TSI TqHTh T (RSS) & 57T Algel HETad o
AER 1 gl foh TATST & 3TEcIcd &I GARTT H &
forw aRart 1 et & 318 s<at &1 gl afgu|

o His statement came days after Andhra Pradesh
Chief Minister Chandrababu Naidu proposed a law
to incentivize families with more children.

3eThT 1T S €1 Tl Te; 31T, ST 3T 9T &
HEIHA TgaTe 193 o 3o et arel IRERT &l
SIcHTTe el & ToIT Ueh hisfel &l T&Td fohd|

e Prime Minister Narendra Modi, however, had in
the past spoken about the challenges posed by
population growth in India.

gTeTiTeh, THTAHAT %G AQY & Tgel IR H FTadEdT
& @RI 3ot Blol aTell Yeilicrdl o R & &1 & AT
e Speaking at an event in Nagpur, Mr. Bhagwat said

the decline in India’s population was a matter of
concern.

ARG 3 Th HIsha A Steld §U, AT #7197 o e foh
WA T SaEEaT H TRrae R”idar &1 o g
¢ Citing Loksankhya Shastra, the RSS chief added

that fertility rate should not dip below 2.1.
ST T AT T gaTell &l §U, RSS THW =1 gl oh Tofetel &1 2.1 F o oFgf faeh anfge

« “Modern population science says when the fertility rate of a society falls below 2.1, that
society vanishes from the earth,” he said.

“ITY e SIATHEAT [T gl ¢ foh STl Fohel FATST Y Fofelel X 2.1 & &y O &, dr g
AT g2t & et 1 el &, 3egiey el

e He said that India’s population policy, which sets a growth rate target of 2.1, was

introduced over two decades ago.
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3glel gl 1o ST Y FTTHEAT AMfer, ST 2.1 T Jef & T ofady AR e 8, &Y gerent
qge & I TS AT

e “We need families with more than two or three children, this is what population science
says,” he added.

‘g3 & a1 et el @ 3T arer aRaRT &Y 3raRTeRdr §, T8 e A FEdr g,
3ogiel SisTl

e TDP leader Mr. Naidu, a BJP ally, had in October said that his government was mulling
a law to allow only people with two or more children to contest local body elections.

TDP aAdT st 714, St BIP & WgAWN 8, o rrgay & &gl AT foh Iofehl TR Ueh iofed TN
R Y WY &, T8 dEd hael &F AT 3HTAh Sl arel o7 &1 TUTA TARIT YoAral & a7
o gehar|

e Citing examples of Japan, China, and parts of Europe, he cautioned people about an
increase in the elderly population which could strain the State’s economy.

ST, et 3R TG & $ R o 30T & gV, Iegied 19Tt Y ool Serareear & Jefer
& IR # AdTaeT &1, S AT AT THTTEAT TR &aTd STel Tehll B
e He urged families to consider having more children.

3ogiel IRART T 31 TTdi il 5o &oF X fAIR et &1 31Targ foma|
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In book, Merkel says she had raised concern
over attacks on mmorltles in India with Modi

|GS Paper II: India_Germany |

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

Angela Merkel was “con-
cerned” about the rise of
“Hindu nationalists” in In-
dia, the former German
Chancellor writes in her
memoirs, disputing Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
denial that religious intole-
rance increased since 2014
in the country.

The references to India
in her recently released
600-page autobiography,
Freedom: Memoirs 1954-
2021, focus on her relations
with two Prime Ministers,
Manmohan Singh and Mr.
Modi, with whom her te-
nure in office (2005-2021)
overlapped. She has also
referred to the growth of
the Indian economy and its
importance in countering
climate change, subjects
that Ms. Merkel took a par-
ticular interest in.

By coincidence, the
Merkel memoirs have been
released even as another
book on India, by Germa-
ny’s former Ambassador to

[Pcs

5

¥

NGELA MERKE

FREIHEITE

Looking back: Former German Chancellor Angela Merkel during
the presentation of her book in Stralsund, Germany, on Friday. A

India Walter Lindner, ex-
presses similar concern
about communal polarisa-
tion in the country, cover-
ing more closely political
developments during his
years in Delhi (2019-2022),
as well as India’s sustained
ties with Russia after the in-
vasion of Ukraine. In What
the West Should Learn
from India, Mr. Lindner
writes about his first visit
to the country as a back-
packer and musician in the
1970s, and study of Indian
spirituality, as well as his

more recent diplomatic
tenure.

In her book, Ms. Merkel
writes about her encoun-
ters with Mr. Modi.

“I followed with con-
cern the reports that since
Modi had taken office, an
increasing number of
members of other reli-
gions, predominantly Mus-
lims and Christians, were
being attacked by Hindu
nationalists,” Ms. Merkel
continues in her memoirs,
adding that when she
broached the subject, Mr.

Modi “vehemently denied
it and emphasised that In-
dia was and would remain
a country of religious
tolerance”.

‘Didn’t accept response’
Ms. Merkel makes it clear
she did not accept the res-
ponse. “Unfortunately, the
facts said otherwise. We
were unable to agree on
this point. My worries re-
mained — religious free-
dom is, after all, a key com-
ponent of every
democracy,” she writes in
the chapter Serving Ger-
many on her meetings with
world leaders.

Ms. Merkel writes about
her interactions with Dr.
Singh, along with whom
she launched the biannual
India and Germany inter-
governmental  consulta-
tions. She said Dr. Singh
had told her about India’s
cultural and linguistic dif-
ferences, adding that “the
country’s unity arises from
its diversity”, and compar-
ing it to the “European Un-
ion as a whole than with

one of its member states”.

Comparing the two
Prime Ministers, Ms. Mer-
kel writes that both fo-
cused on the Indian econo-
my, improving living
standards for poorer peo-
ple, and climate justice.

In his more detailed ac-
count on India and its posi-
tion in the Global South,
Mr. Lindner writes about
his understanding of In-
dia’s motivations in foreign
policy, as well as ties with
Russia, China, the U.S. and
trade policies.

He tackles questions
about India’s image on mi-
nority rights and other de-
mocratic freedoms. Ger-
man media is focused on
asking whether India is
moving “towards a Hindu
Dictatorship”, he says and
the perception is that
groups “invoking the sup-
port” of the Modi govern-
ment are not curbed as
they partake in violence,
campaigns of “love jihad”
and “cow vigilantism”, or
spread “conspiracy scena-
rios” about minorities.

Merkel’s Concern Over Religious Intolerance in India

R A YT I ATESoTdT Y AT Fher 1 FRAaT

e Angela Merkel raised concerns about the rise of Hindu nationalists in India in her

memaoir.

TSI Fehel o 3T HEATOT H R # ffg sganfeat & sl wira o) AT et 7|

e She disputed Narendra Modi's denial of increased religious intolerance since 2014 in

India.

3egiel A¥eg AT & 2014 T HRA A docit eTffie JWfRFsorar & sorr @I @rikst fhar
e Book: Freedom: Memoirs 1954-2021, a 600-page autobiography.
fraTe FaTFar FEATUr1954-2021, Ueh 600-J531 AT AT

e The references to India in the memoir focus on her relations with Manmohan Singh and
Narendra Modi.
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HEAROT 7 R FT 3ooil T T F AqATS g 3 Aeg A & A1 373 et
3menia g1

e Merkel’s tenure: 2005-2021.
A FT FRBIA: 2005-2021 |

e Lindner’s book: What the West Should Learn from India expresses similar concern
over communal polarization.

st 1 Trara: 9oea 1 SRy & 9T HiGgeT 1T A HIEeTideh (aehior o) FHTE el
Fd FI IS
e Lindner’s tenure: German Ambassador to India from 2019-2022.
foIsT &1 ST 2019-2022 T HR # FHT Tsigd |
¢ Lindner’s first visit to India: 1970s as a backpacker and musician.
ST &7 TR 1 98t gRT: 1970 & g2k H Shda 3R HfidahR & &9 H|

e In her memoir, Merkel writes about her encounters with Modi, expressing concern over
attacks on Muslims and Christians by Hindu nationalists.

3eA HEATOT H, FAF o HIE & AT YA HelTehlcl i Seord fonar, forae g wregarfeat
CaRT HHAATAL 3R $AEAT TR gHeAl I Ficm g |

e Modi’s response: Denied religious intolerance and emphasized India’s religious
tolerance.

Ay 1 wfafean: enfdie 3@fesurr & seR foham 3k sRe i enfie wiesorar o sik
feam|

e Merkel did not accept Modi’s response, stating facts contradicted his view.
FAhe o A HY GfAfHAT FT TlFR AGT fRAT, stating 2T 3% oCHIUT F g I
¢ Religious freedom: A key component of any democracy.
enfter Faeaar: fe ot slierc™ &7 U Yoq@ |
e Merkel writes about Dr. Singh, launching India-Germany intergovernmental
consultations.

AHA A 3. g & Ty HRA-STHA HR-FIHRY WAL Y& FYe T Seold fha|
o Dr. Singh’s statement: India’s unity arises from its diversity, like the European Union.
sT. i &1 91T 3R T TohT sueh! faferar @ 3cuest gId 8, St I v e

e Lindner focused on India’s foreign policy, ties with Russia, China, U.S., and trade
policies.

forst F AiRa fr facyr Afa, w1, e, 3R & Ty Redl, 3R sgoR Hfadt w© e
hicd T

e German media: Concerns about India moving towards a Hindu dictatorship.
Sater AT TR g Aramemgy v 3R qg=1 Fr e

e Issues raised: Love jihad, cow vigilantism, and violence against minorities.

39T A1V Aed: o forgre, ot varat Y i, 317 sreusiegst & e g
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Centre working on national
policy document on female
labour force participation

[GS Paper I: Society

Sreeparna Chakrabay
NEW DELHI

The Centre will soon bring
out a national policy docu-
ment on female labour
force participation with a
focus on providing an ena-
bling atmosphere like a via-

ble care economy
structure.
An inter-ministerial

team from the Ministries of
Skill Development, La-
bour, Rural Development,
and Women and Child De-
velopment is working onit,
informed sources told The
Hindu.

Care economy is the sec-
tor of economic activities
related to the provision of
care, both paid and un-
paid, for the present and
future populations. It in-
cludes direct care, such as
feeding a baby, as well as
indirect care, such as cook-
ing and cleaning, health
care, education, and other

The move comes amid a report
which said women faced a
sharp drop in their labour force
participation after marriage.

personal and domestic ser-
vices.

The move comes amid a
recent World Bank report
which said women faced a
sharp drop in their labour
force participation post-
marriage in India. Accord-
ing to the report, it is esti-
mated that in India post-
marriage, female employ-
ment rates drop by 12
percentage points, about

one-third of the female
pre-marital employment
rate, even in the absence of
children.

Core skilling package
One of the initiatives being
explored is a core skilling
package for caregivers for
children, the sources said.
The policy paper will also
look at providing child care
facilities for women in the
informal sector such as for
workers under the Nation-
al Rural Employment Gua-
rantee Scheme.

The Ministry of Women
and Child Development al-
ready runs the ‘Palna’
scheme, or the National
Programme on Anganwa-
di-cum-Créche, which pro-
vides day-care facilities for
children of working pa-
rents. A total of 1,000 An-
ganwadi creches have
been made operational till
now as part of this scheme,
the sources said.

_|_
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Centre working on
national policy
document on female
labour force
participation

&g AT HF aa
sefierY aT Isdi Aifa
EEATAS U HTH FT @I

e The Centre will soon bring out a
national policy document on female
labour force participation with a focus
on providing an enabling atmosphere
like a viable care economy structure.

g SToc, &f ATEAT A Tl HINGR TR Th
TS Afa gEarast o, fSaeT viea
Teh F&TH aTATaRIT Vel hist UR g1, Sy
Ueh TaTH S@HTS HHTTEAT GIT=AT|

e An inter-ministerial team from the
Ministries of Skill Development,

Labour, Rural Development, and Women and Child Development is working on it,
informed sources told The Hindu.

AT & 3TER, Hierer T, s, awdior e, ik afer va are e J=reat & s
3TR-FAATAT SIH 88 T 1A FX J@T g, ofdT Toh The Hindu =T SaTaT|

e Care economy is the sector of economic activities related to the provision of care, both
paid and unpaid, for the present and future populations.

ST 3rdegaTyT g 817 § A gaA 3T HiasT T STAEEan3it & v a7 3ix 3daeT
alel JehR T ST & Heiftre 3nfdes afafaferat & Ssr e

e ltincludes direct care, such as feeding a baby, as well as indirect care, such as
cooking and cleaning, health care, education, and other personal and domestic
services.

s Welt ST S T T g TITeT, A1 & IHTTET S@HTS S WTeAT Tehlelr 31T
TS, FaTEey S@HTe, e, 3R 317 AT Ua e §aTT A & |

e The move comes amid a recent World Bank report which said women faced a sharp
drop in their labour force participation post-marriage in India.

g heH Uah gliordr faed da RE & S 7 3mar g, Torga ver 77 & foh g & a1y & 91

AT HT 43 g HPNERT F I TR1ac 3mS §
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e According to the report, it is estimated that in India post-marriage, female employment
rates drop by 12 percentage points, about one-third of the female pre-marital
employment rate, even in the absence of children.

RE & 31TAR, AT § o R 7 21T & a1, Afe USTEIR & 12 wfevera 3 ge Sl
g, St AR qd faTg AR T T 1397 Uah-fAgTe &, JgT ofeh fob el & o glad a¥ &l

e Core skilling package for caregivers for children is one of the initiatives being explored.
el & ToIT WISl et aTell & Tl FET FlreT ¥aT Teh U el & I8 T 1 fovam ST <@t

gl

e The policy paper will also look at providing child care facilities for women in the
informal sector such as for workers under the National Rural Employment Guarantee
Scheme (MGNREGS).

AT o H AT A AHT & T Feal A S@HTT GRAUTT TereT el o) 8ff faar foham s,
I TSR ATHIOT VSR IRET AT (MGNREGS) & dgd HfHehi & foIw|

e The Ministry of Women and Child Development already runs the ‘Palna’ scheme, or
the National Programme on Anganwadi-cum-Créche, which provides day-care
facilities for children of working parents.

AR 3 1T RHRT FATITT Tgel & “UTAAT ANSTAT TT HNAATE-HH-hd AT FIRAHH
Tl TGT &, ST AT HATAT-TIAT & Tl o fTT S-hax FIALTT yerel i ¢ |

e Atotal of 1,000 Anganwadi creches have been made operational till now as part of this
scheme.

39 e 38 AISTeT & dgel 1,000 HArTars) da Hrdefel 1 I & |
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Trump warns BRICS nations of 100%
tariffs if they undermine U.S. dollar

‘We require a commitment that they will neither create a new BRICS currency, nor back any other currency to replace the

US. Dollar; the President-elect says; Russian President Vladimir Putin had earlier accused the U.S. of ‘weaponising the dollar

Associated Paaiaions

WEST PALM BEACH

resident-elect Do-
P nald Trump on Sa-
turday threatened

100% tariffs against a bloc
of nine nations if they act
to undermine the U.S.
dollar.

His threat was directed
at countries in the so-
called BRICS alliance,
which consists of Brazil,
Russia, India, China, South
Africa, Egypt, Ethiopia,
Iran, and the United Arab
Emirates.

The dollar represents
roughly 58% of the world’s
foreign exchange reserves,
according to the IMF and

GS Paper Il: India-US

‘America first’: A supporter wearing a mask of Donald Trump holds
an American Flag near Trump's Mar-a-Lago estate on Friday. A

major commodities like oil
are still primarily bought
and sold using dollars. The
dollar’s  dominance is
threatened with BRICS’

growing share of GDP and
the alliance’s intent to
trade in non-dollar curren-
cies — a process known as
de-dollarisation.

Mr. Trump, in a Truth
Social post, said: “We re-
quire a commitment from
these Countries that they
will neither create a new
BRICS Currency, nor back
any other Currency to re-
place the mighty U.S. Dol-
lar or, they will face 100%
Tariffs, and should expect
to say goodbye to selling in-
to the wonderful U.S.
Economy.”

At a BRICS summit in
October, Russian President
Vladimir Putin accused the
U.S. of “weaponising” the
dollar and described it as a
“big mistake”. “It’s not us
who refuse to use the dol-
lar,” he said. “But if they
don’t let us work, what can

we do? We are forced to
search for alternatives.”

Russia has specifically
pushed for the creation of
anew payment system that
would offer an alternative
to the global bank messag-
ing network, SWIFT, and
allow Moscow to dodge
Western sanctions.

Mr. Trump said there is
“no chance” BRICS will re-
place the U.S. dollar in glo-
bal trade and any country
that tries to make that hap-
pen “should wave goodbye
to America.” Research
shows that the U.S. dollar’s
role as the primary global
reserve currency is not
threatened in the near
future.

Trump warns BRICS nations of 100% tariffs if they

undermine U.S. dollar

€9 s BRICS &2l & U.S. 3Ta I AR st 9 100%
¢Rw S aaraet &

President-elect Donald Trump on Saturday threatened 100% tariffs
against a bloc of nine nations if they act to undermine the U.S. dollar.

AferaR &t Isgufa-faaifaa sares gu o &t ot & ¥Hg & Bars 100% RE
Y g &Y, I T U.S. STl Y FASA Hlat HT HIFAA FIA &

e His threat was directed at countries in the so-called BRICS alliance, which consists of
Brazil, Russia, India, China, South Africa, Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran, and the United
Arab Emirates.
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I UHDT BRICS TS o 20T 1 &) a1 o, T ae areiier, &, 7Rd, =T, gfavor 3rha,
e, s, §ure, 3R w3 3R IR arfder §

e The dollar represents roughly 58% of the world’s foreign exchange reserves,
according to the IMF and major commodities like oil are still primarily bought and sold
using dollars.

IMF & 3778, STert gt & 58% el #er SR &1 yfafafica dr §, 3R yog@ awqu
SR et 3187 oY T F A/ STeR T 3TN ek @IEr 3R 3= Sl 1

e The dollar’s dominance is threatened with BRICS’ growing share of GDP and the
alliance’s intent to trade in non-dollar currencies — a process known as de-
dollarisation.

ST &1 T3caaT BRICS & T5a REd 3R st & AX-ster aygnsit 3 samam &eey &1
TNSTAT & G H § — S8 TThAT T STeR-FFaal & 9 3 ATl AT

e Mr. Trump, in a Truth Social post, said: “We require a commitment from these countries
that they will neither create a new BRICS Currency, nor back any other Currency to

replace the mighty U.S. Dollar or, they will face 100% Tariffs, and should expect to say
goodbye to selling into the wonderful U.S. Economy.”

Truth Social 9 U 9IC H, 4 €T o Fgl: ‘A 37 o0l ¥ Ig Ufeeydr Igd ¢ foh I 15
BRICS FgT 16T SaTGal, o €1 fordll 317 a1 &t U.S. STeR & FUTeT W A &3, 32
3¢ 100% R T ATHAT AT I39T, 3R 3¢ U.S. HAITEAT H SUTIR Il o felT
3eTfaeT gt gram|”

e AtaBRICS summit in October, Russian President Vladimir Putin accused the U.S. of
“weaponising” the dollar and described it as a “big mistake”.

IFa A Ueh BRICS FRIGT o deret #, it Isgufar sanfesfit gfae o7 U.S. o sieR 1
“SFAART TATAT” &7 3R AT 3R 3/ T “F3T eIy’ TJr=T|

e “It's not us who refuse to use the dollar,” he said. “But if they don’t let us work, what can
we do? We are forced to search for alternatives.”

3giel T, " 8 o161 & Slf ST T 3TITIT el ¥ SHR X & | AThed 3R I §H T
Yl STET &, Tl §H AT Y Hehel o2 §H dehiodeh & dell2lel & Tt FAseY §1”

e Russia has specifically pushed for the creation of a new payment system that would
offer an alternative to the global bank messaging network, SWIFT, and allow Moscow to
dodge Western sanctions.

T o TARIY & @ Teh 1S [T UTTAT Follel ShT FohTelcl ol &, SiT dTRaeh deh HEA sed,
SWIFT &7 faehed Felel ham, 3R Al 1 qivasHt gfaael & e 6 segaAfa oo

e Mr. Trump said there is “no chance” BRICS will replace the U.S. dollar in global trade
and any country that tries to make that happen “should wave goodbye to America.”

#Y €T & gl foh BRICS & 91F U.S. STaX &l 379 AU H Scolel T “HI§ Alewt A8
3R RIS $Y 2T ST AT A T HITALT M, “3H JANHT FT 37T g arfge”

e Research shows that the U.S. dollar’s role as the primary global reserve currency is
not threatened in the near future.

IEeTeT ferar & foh U.S. ST &7 st dRaeh Ifara #qaT & &9 & foehe srfasy & @
HAE 2
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Trump announces Kash
Patel as his pick to lead FBI

IPCS

Agence France-Presse
WASHINGTON

U.S. President-elect Do-
nald Trump aims to make
loyalist Kash Patel the next
director of the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation, he
said on Saturday.

Mr. Trump announced
the former advisor and
Pentagon official, who has
been critical of the bureau
and is known for his con-
troversial views on a so-
called government “deep
state”, as his choice for the
post on his Truth Social
network.

The FBI’s current direc-
tor, Christopher Wray, was
appointed to a 10-year
term in 2017, meaning he
would either need to step
down or be fired.

The FBI under Mr. Wray
— who Mr. Trump appoint-

31ITCIT TACRTeh SolTet ahT TISTAT ehl TIYOTT QAT &l T

Kash Patel

ed — has investigated the
incoming President, spark-
ing Mr. Trump’s ire.

“Kash is a brilliant la-
wyer, investigator and
‘America First’ fighter who
has spent his career expos-
ing corruption, defending
Justice, and protecting the
American People,” Mr.
Trump wrote on Truth
Social.

Mr. Patel supports the

Republican hardliner no-
tion of an anti-Trump
“deep state” of allegedly
biased government bu-
reaucrats working to stifle
Mr. Trump from behind
the scenes, even having
written a book on the
subject.

A son of Indian immi-
grants, Mr. Patel served in
several high-level posts
during Mr. Trump’s first
term including as a Nation-
al Security Advisor and as
Chief of Staff to the acting
Defence Secretary.

Mr. Wray was tapped by
Mr. Trump during his first
term, replacing an Acting
Director after Mr. Trump
fired former FBI director
James Comey. Mr. Comey
had angered Mr. Trump
with an FBI investigation
into the President’s exten-
sive ties to Russia.

Trump announces
Kash Patel as his
pick to lead FBI

TFT of 1T gl Fl
THHI31TE FT dAdcd
H¥a & fAT 39T
T N forar

e U.S. President-elect Donald
Trump aims to make loyalist
Kash Patel the next director of
the Federal Bureau of
Investigation, he said on
Saturday.

qUH & Usgufd-ga1a skdles
o JHIGN HIA GeoT I H3Tel G
IHTH SFAEENNAT (THSATITS) T

e Mr. Trump announced the former advisor and Pentagon official, who has been critical
of the bureau and is known for his controversial views on a so-called government “deep
state,” as his choice for the post on his Truth Social network.

A 25T o g Helrgeh 3R Femaret 3rfrarY srer e &1 38 ug & fov e oe & §9 7
I foRaT, ST TwEI3ms T 3TeasTT e & ¢ 3R Sieg T dUmeefd T “3g wee”
R faarereye faaRt & forw Ser Sirar &, 3R I8 °ioT 3egie 39+ $4 @I sicdesh 9 H

e The FBI’s current director, Christopher Wray, was appointed to a 10-year term in
2017, meaning he would either need to step down or be fired.

THAIHTE & ForATeT fagers, FREeIwt Yl 2017 & 10 @t F FrAHTe o [T fgerd frar
T AT, ToTHeT A ¢ T 3o IT dl SEATHT ST BI9T AT SWTET Toh T SITTITT |

e The FBI under Mr. Wray — who Mr. Trump appointed — has investigated the incoming
President, sparking Mr. Trump’s ire.

A T GanT fogered AT Y o el THEI3NS o eidTel Isgafd T sfra & g, foad 4 g
T ITEHT $15h a1 |

e “Kash is a brilliant lawyer, investigator and ‘America First’ fighter who has spent his
career exposing corruption, defending Justice, and protecting the American People,” Mr.

Trump wrote on Truth Social.

“ShTRT Teh FIAHTRTSN dehrer, STaanar 3R 3@ARFT FEE = 8, Siegial 3797 HRIX
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HSCTAR Pl FAPR FleT, AT &l TATd hlal 3 AT A9 T &7 el & [dr=m g,” 4
oFY o T W W e

e Mr. Patel supports the Republican hardliner notion of an anti-Trump “deep state” of
allegedly biased government bureaucrats working to stifle Mr. Trump from behind the
scenes, even having written a book on the subject.

A geor Rufeass weerad foarunT & FAdT aXd §, S 98 Ald ¢ & U e g
“2rg T ¥, TTa HRT § F JaTIT TRHR AlTe! 7 U Tog & ot 08 & A5 J o
TFY DI HHASIR el FT FHIH HT (@7 g, AR 38 W U fohdrer off fordr 81

e Ason of Indian immigrants, Mr. Patel served in several high-level posts during Mr.
Trump’s first term including as a National Security Advisor and as Chief of Staff to the
acting Defence Secretary.

AT 3THar & 9 4 g ol o 4 TFT & gt HIRIFHIA & SRl s STI-FAAT Yal ) JaT
1, Torest Tedir YRaT FATeFR 3R hridge 1T Wiaa & 9@ & &9 # S fohar|

e Mr. Wray was tapped by Mr. Trump during his first term, replacing an Acting Director
after Mr. Trump fired former FBI director James Comey.

AN EFT o YA Igl HIIhlel & SR AT Y Y [FGerc fohaT, S Teh hiaTeh fAeren HT STTe
THAIATS & g9 foeerss, g F1Al Sl sEied e & a1g 37 A

e Mr. Comey had angered Mr. Trump with an FBI investigation into the President’s
extensive ties to Russia.

A1 AT o TSl & T F ATY gL T T THETS STd F Y TFT ol ARTST I TGaT 2T
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In our fight against climate change,
could the seas turn the tide?

The open seas offer an immense opportunity to slow climate change if we invest now and do it right. The ocean has absorbed 25% of anthropogenic carbon dioxide emissions
and more than 90% of the excess heat generated by greenhouse gases. Investing in sequestration within the wide-open expanse of the ocean is logical and inevitable

Pranay Lal

he ocean, the earth’s vast blue
lung, has long played a critical
but underappreciated role in
moderating the planet’s
climate. It has absorbed 25% of
anthropogenic carbon dioxide emissions
and more than 90% of the excess heat
generated by greenhouse gases, buying
humankind precious time against the
worsening effects of climate change.
However, this seemingly boundless
capacity comes at a cost: ocean
acidification, disrupted biogeochemical
cycles, pollution, and profound harm to
marine ecosystems. Acidification, for
instance, threatens calcifying organisms
like coral and shellfish, while warming
alters ocean circulation and deoxygenates
vital marine habitats. These disruptions
cascade through ecosystems,
undermining the services they provide —
from fisheries to carbon sequestration.
The ocean’s natural carbon and heat
absorption processes, though crucial, are
slow and carry ecological consequences.

A different suite of options

As we grapple with the dual imperatives
of decarbonisation and climate resilience,
attention is increasingly turning to marine
carbon dioxide removal (mCDR) to
complement emissions reductions and
address lingering carbon dioxide
burdens. The ocean’s immense surface
area and unique chemistry make it a
tempting venue for natural and carefully
engineered solutions. So far, all our
efforts to fight climate change have been
land-biased. We have invested heavily on
land but ignored oceans, seas, lakes, and
rivers. Several studies tell us that the land
is saturated because soils and rocks are so
severely damaged that they no longer
support efficient carbon capture.

Oceans, seas, rivers, and even lakes
offer a different suite of options.
Deep-water bodies retain the ability to
remove excess carbon rapidly from the
atmosphere. They also transport the
carbon into depths where it mixes and
binds with minerals. As on land, marine
carbon capture strategies fall into two
categories. (i) Biotic approaches take
advantage of living systems like
mangroves and macroalgae or of our
rivers to carefully calibrate biomass burial
at sea. (i) Abiotic approaches manipulate
physical or chemical properties, such as
through ocean alkalinity enhancement
(OAE), and are more complicated but are
also becoming unavoidable. Both these
methods promise to capture and store
carbon for the long term and potentially
transform countries’ contributions to
climate goals.

Biotic, or nature-based, solutions rely
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on the inherent potential of ecosystems to
sequester carbon while supporting
biodiversity conservation and coastal
protection. They are also relatively
well-established, with some already
integrated into national climate plans.
However, their carbon sequestration
potential is modest — typically capped at
less than one billion tonnes of carbon
dioxide every year — and storage
durations are limited to hundreds or at
best thousands of years.

Abiotic techniques, by contrast, offer
greater scalability and permanence. For
example, biomass burial at sea, if done
right, can sequester seven to 22 billion
tonnes of carbon dioxide per year.
Reducing the acidic nature of the seas
through OAE is another option. Here,
alkaline materials are added to sea water
to neutralise its carbon dioxide content,
locking the carbon away for tens of
thousands of years in the form of
dissolved inorganic molecules. This
method could potentially sequester one
to 15 billion tonnes of carbon dioxide per
year, an order of magnitude higher than
biotic methods.

To put this in perspective, if we wish to
keep global warming below 1.5 C , all our
efforts must collectively cap emissions at
570 billion tonnes of carbon dioxide and
reach net zero by 2050. But at today’s
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of the global carbon cycle caused by anthropogenic activities, averaged globally for the decade
2012-2021. The uncertainty in the atmospheric CO2 growth rate is very small (+0.02 billion tonnes per year) and is neglected for the figure. GLOBAL CARBON

If we wish to keep global warming

collectively cap emissions at 570
billion tonnes of carbon dioxide

and reach net zero by 2050. But
at today’s relentless pace, this
carbon budget will vanish by 2031

relentless pace, this carbon budget will
vanish by 2031. Yet abiotic approaches
face hurdles, including public scepticism,
regulatory challenges, and the need for
extensive energy inputs — particularly in
cases involving mineral mining or
electrochemical processes.

Promise for deep carbon burial
Despite its promise, mCDR is fraught with
uncertainties and potential side effects as
well. Techniques like ocean iron
fertilisation, which claims to stimulate
phytoplankton blooms to capture carbon
dioxide, can disrupt other ecosystems
and lower the oxygen content of deeper
waters. Macroalgae cultivation, another
proposed solution, carries similar risks
when decaying biomass alters the local
chemistry. Even OAE, which experts have
touted for its scalability, raises concern
about its consequences for marine
biodiversity and the energy-intensive
processes it may require.

Public perception further complicates
deployment. Measuring how much
carbon is captured and stays buried also
remains a challenge since the seas are
expensive to monitor. Many people view
abiotic techniques as unnatural or
harmful and favour biotic approaches
instead, like direct air capture.
Overcoming this scepticism will require
communication, rigorous assessments,
and stakeholder engagement. Critically,
mCDR is not a substitute for reducing
emissions. It cannot offset the current
scale of fossil fuel combustion. However,
as the world transitions toward net-zero
emissions, leveraging the oceans and the
seas becomes indispensable.

The careful study of geological and
ecological methods offers a chance to
harness their power and vastness of
oceans. Success hinges on rigorous
science, robust governance, and societal
trust. The Indian Ocean, with its vast
arms holds untapped promise for deep
carbon burial, potentially capturing
25-40% of the marine carbon dioxide.
Harnessing these natural systems could
provide a critical edge, turning the tide on
runaway warming.

(Pranay Lal is a biochemist, a natural
history writer, and the co-founder of the
climate group Deep Carbon.
pranaylal@gmail.com)

THE GIST

The capacity of oceans to
absorb carbon comes at a
cost: acidification, pollution,
and harm to marine
ecosystems. It causes
disruptions that cascade
through ecosystems

v

The ocean’s immense surface
area makes it a tempting
venue for carefully engineered
solutions. So far, efforts to
fight climate change have
been land-biased, but studies
tell us that the land is
saturated and can no longer
support carbon capture

v

Marine carbon sequestration
is not a substitute for
reducing emissions. It cannot
offset fossil fuel combustion.
However, as the world
transitions toward net-zero,
leveraging the oceans
becomes indispensable
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In our fight against climate change, could the seas
turn the tide?

Srerary IR & f&emd gAY 9318 A, F41 9
gRfPufaat r age g9 872

The open seas offer an immense opportunity to slow climate change
if we invest now and do it right.

FHGI FT Gar RAFAR Steraryg aRkade Ft e 7@ F fav v R e
eI T §, AT & 31 der Y 31t 7 adF F X
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The ocean has absorbed 25% of anthropogenic carbon dioxide emissions and more
than 90% of the excess heat generated by greenhouse gases.

HENR o AT AT FTeIeT STFAHFASS Ichoid HT 25% 3R ergrzw At canrt e
3T a1T FHT 90% FTMT fHaT 81

Investing in sequestration within the wide-open expanse of the ocean is logical and
inevitable.

HETANR o faeTel fTaFdR # FIeel T JTMT FXet 7 fIder HIaTr aswasrd AR rafiked g
The ocean, the earth’s vast blue lung, has long played a critical but underappreciated
role in moderating the planet’s climate.

HETETR, G2l T faRITer ofIelT $HST, ofd HHT A U I STeldlY T HJfd Fel H Th

Fgcaqut afrer arfareaweiiar sifdenr e w1 81

It has absorbed 25% of anthropogenic carbon dioxide emissions and more than 90%
of the excess heat generated by greenhouse gases, buying humankind precious time
against the worsening effects of climate change.

$HA AT SATd FTeIeT SBATFATSS IcHolsT HT 25% 3R Mergza At gant scvea ft=
aTd T 90% N fohar B, Torad ATTaalr &l STefdTg qRdcie o dec Fal & fues &
T Srec T57g Ao g1

However, this seemingly boundless capacity comes at a cost: ocean acidification,
disrupted biogeochemical cycles, pollution, and profound harm to marine
ecosystems.

glellTeh, I il glel dTell FEAT &THAET Teh HeT T 3Tl & HETHIR IFeliaor, faafed
e Tt T, weuor, AR FHd wikfPufadt @=t 1 e A

Acidification, for instance, threatens calcifying organisms like coral and shellfish,
while warming alters ocean circulation and deoxygenates vital marine habitats.

3ETEY0T & AT, 31claoT hed IS sial S yare 3R @Y & Wal & srelar g, a9
AT AGIHTIR o TRETROT &l delell o IR AgcaqoT FHGT HTATAT H HiereloleT T T Y
ST gl

These disruptions cascade through ecosystems, undermining the services they provide
— from fisheries to carbon sequestration.
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Y g aiRTEATAHT G317 & 9T STl §, S 3 UeTeT hid & SAeh! a3l hl hHT Hld &
— ASO gTeleT ¥ I FTdeT JFATOT I |

e The ocean’s natural carbon and heat absorption processes, though crucial, are slow and
carry ecological consequences.

HETATR I Tehfcieh hieleT 3R AT HTAMVOT UihATT, gTefifeh HgeaquT ¢, ol § 3R 5e1h
qiRfEafadr aRoms g &1

A different suite of options

f&eul &1 T T AT

e As we grapple with the dual imperatives of decarbonisation and climate resilience,
attention is increasingly turning to marine carbon dioxide removal (mCDR) to
complement emissions reductions and address lingering carbon dioxide burdens.

méﬁ@mﬁmﬁm%ﬁﬁﬁﬁa@ﬁg&mﬁfﬁamﬁm&
gl (MCDR) & 31X €A1 96 @7 &, alfeh Scdoted H T gfct g Fah 3R AW et
STE3iTraTSs & ST & Fafd fRar o @)

e The ocean’s immense surface area and unique chemistry make it a tempting venue for
natural and carefully engineered solutions.

HETAR T faeiTel Tardt & 3R 31efaeiy T R 58 wishfas 3R araemgde
SR AT & AT Teh 3mehdeh T 91 &

e So far, all our efforts to fight climate change have been land-biased.
319 e, STorarg IREde & ofsel & gAR Tl gare S7f-amenia @ &

e We have invested heavily on land but ignored oceans, seas, lakes, and rivers.
gHat o1fr ox oy fovdrer foma § @feher wagal, wagal, sl 3ik avfet ot sroresiersT famar B

o Several studies tell us that the land is saturated because soils and rocks are so severely
damaged that they no longer support efficient carbon capture.

&S TG §H STl © foh A HJocl B bl & Fiifeh TS 3N Teereit i Sefelt 7T aTfey
Tl & o o 37 TaTlY TeeT ITAATOT hT FHL LT HYC &

e Oceans, seas, rivers, and even lakes offer a different suite of options.
TeE, g, A, 3R FgT I % siel fasreul &1 ua Jrerer 9 9ere X &

¢  Deep-water bodies retain the ability to remove excess carbon rapidly from the
atmosphere.

IEY STl TprAt & aTaTaRoT § 38 HIaeT I ol A §eT &t hT &THAT ST gl ¢

e They also transport the carbon into depths where it mixes and binds with minerals.

o STeleT Y TG TUTAT 3 811 of ST & STet I8 AT g1 8 3R @fasit & ary serar |

Biotic and Abiotic Approaches
stfaw 3ix 3eifas effespior

¢ Asonland, marine carbon capture strategies fall into two categories:

31 T e, WHAY FTaleT AT IUTATCrAT &1 AT 7 &1y e €
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o Biotic approaches take advantage of living systems like mangroves and
macroalgae or of our rivers to carefully calibrate biomass burial at sea.

A efewor Shfaa yonferat 1 amer 381 § S AT 3R Awiwead ar gandy
AT anfer Fag # AT gared Y awaTe A AraeTgEs HATIT R 5 ad |

o Abiotic approaches manipulate physical or chemical properties, such as
through ocean alkalinity enhancement (OAE).

Irfae Tfeamor sfifen a1 Tarafee U A seelia Hd 8, S AGTHTR &I
#atisT (OAE) & ATEIH J|

Both methods promise to capture and store carbon for the long term and potentially
transform countries’ contributions to climate goals.

At ATt 1T Y 3R 3R FAHT TR T arer Ha & 3R Fenfad T M &
STrary T&AT F J1TCTeT Y Terel Hehcll & |
Biotic, or nature-based solutions rely on the inherent potential of ecosystems to

sequester carbon while supporting biodiversity conservation and coastal
protection.

ST ar ysfa-smenfa FrTeTe MR G357 i afifed a1Hdr R R X § arfe
FTaeT 1 ITNRT [HT7 571 T STafer sta Aferar avaTor 31 & GET0T T gAY har
ST gah |

However, their carbon sequestration potential is modest — typically capped at less
than one billion tonnes of carbon dioxide every year — and storage durations are
limited to hundreds or at best thousands of years.

gTcllTeh, 3oTehl STaeT AATYOT &TACT AT § — ITHAR TR Ui a¥ v 3T eI § FH FEa
SIS 3TeaTss 3N HIEor AT WA 8T &, ST &t A1 FafaH gl 981 deh giar g

Abiotic techniques, by contrast, offer greater scalability and permanence.

sa [, 3t aeediet 7 frarefiear 3R vl e giar g

Promise for deep carbon burial

IMER I AT T qTET
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Despite its promise, marine carbon dioxide removal (mMCDR) is fraught with uncertainties
and potential side effects.

S8 dle; & STao]G, HHA HIee SISINFAISS Al §lel (MCDR) H AT R Ferrfad
AT £ |

Techniques like ocean iron fertilisation, which claims to stimulate phytoplankton
blooms to capture carbon dioxide, can disrupt other ecosystems and lower the oxygen
content of deeper waters.

THG F ollg SEHFIOT ST Teheileh, ST hIelel STSIHTFATSS T Hoe” F:lel & foIT
ISCITHTahe e o YH Pl 3AToTd el T GIAT I &, 3 TTRIEATIHT 3T ar a1fdd a
Hardl § 31T 8T T F TSI T AT Y FHF HT Thdl &

Macroalgae cultivation, another proposed solution, carries similar risks when decaying
biomass alters the local chemistry.
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e Even ocean alkalinity enhancement (OAE), which experts have touted for its
scalability, raises concern about its consequences for marine biodiversity and the
energy-intensive processes it may require.

TgT o 3 AETATR &TFaT G510 (OAE), [ vt saeh whaifaferdy & forw amea €,
FHET Sta fafaerar 3R saeht Foii-arget Ufshansit & aRumAT & aR # FRidr 3cdeet el 81

e Public perception further complicates deployment. Measuring how much carbon is
captured and stays buried also remains a challenge since the seas are expensive to
monitor.

ATt faieh YRUMT dATcT l AR AT F11 St § | T§ AT o TRl shreiet shoaX fomar ar
& 3R guheTra a1 §, 319 &t TAlquT § Faiifeh et 1 ferre #ga & |

e Many people view abiotic techniques as unnatural or harmful and favour biotic
approaches instead, like direct air capture.

&S oliaT frsiia daretiaht ! 3TTehiceh AT gTiateheh AT ¢ AR SHb Torrd SHfaw TiRewon
I IHE I &, S o Y arg & h1elet &l Tehgetr|

e Overcoming this scepticism will require communication, rigorous assessments, and
stakeholder engagement.

$H HCE I T el oh ToIT HUR, o Hediehe AR element T emlie i 3raegenar
Rl

e Critically, mCDR is not a substitute for reducing emissions. It cannot offset the current
scale of fossil fuel combustion.

FECIYUT 1 TE & foF MCDR 3cHoe &I HH HleT HT [dehed oTel & | g TAHATT SATHA 8T
ol & YA T ITHAC A& T FhcT o |

e However, as the world transitions toward net-zero emissions, leveraging the oceans
and the seas becomes indispensable.

glelifeh, S-S gfeTdT YSH-YFT Fcqotel T 31 §¢ T &, AGMIIRT 3N AERT hT 3TZTT
AT AR gl ST & |

e The careful study of geological and ecological methods offers a chance to harness
their power and the vastness of oceans.

T 3R TIRfRufadr ugufot 1 araurigds e 3% afed 3R AgrareRT @
farRITeTaT &1 3YN9T el T ITE UeTe FAT o |
e Success hinges on rigorous science, robust governance, and societal trust.

AT o TaaATe, HST AT IR AATTST Taeard o) st el &

¢ The Indian Ocean, with its vast arms, holds untapped promise for deep carbon burial,
potentially capturing 25-40% of the marine carbon dioxide.

AT AZHRIR, 3791T fAATeT STET & AT, TG STl Shedled &b [IT I e IreT IT@dT
&, S Fenfad §9 & T FIST STSITFATSS HT 25-40% HTaR FT THhall 5

e Harnessing these natural systems could provide a critical edge, turning the tide on
runaway warming.
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WHAT IS IT?

Shock diamonds: supersonic heat nuggets

IGS Paper IlI: ST& |

Sometimes when a rocket or
a jet takes off, its exhaust has
an alternating pattern of light
and dark patches (see
image). The bright patches in
this formation are called
shock diamonds, a.k.a. Mach
diamonds. Shock diamonds
are formed when an engine
releases its exhaust into the
atmosphere at a supersonic
speed.

Just as it leaves the engine,
the exhaust can be at a lower
pressure than atmospheric
pressure at the same
altitude. As the exhaust flows
out, the atmosphere
compresses it until the two
pressures are equal. It’s also
possible that the exhaust
becomes over-compressed,
at which point it will expand
outward again to drop its
pressure. This seesawing
process may repeat itself
multiple times until the
exhaust pressure is close to
the atmospheric pressure.
This entire process generates
waves in the exhaust plume,
leading to the formation of
shock diamonds.

When the atmospheric
pressure bears down on the
plume, it causes exhaust
that’s diverging outward to
bend inward instead, before
its pressure causes the
exhaust to bend outward

An SR-71 Blackbird takes off from the Dryden Flight
Research Centre, California, on March 9, 1993. Shock
diamonds are visible in its exhaust. NASA

again and so on. When it flows inward, the
pressure in that portion increases, hiking the
temperature there and causing any fuel passing
through that area to burn. The combustion
creates a bright spot at that location, i.e., a
shock diamond. The bending of the exhaust
outward and inward produces shock waves that
flow through the plume, creating the shock
diamond pattern throughout.

- Vasudevan Mukunth

,‘

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in

with the subject ‘Daily page’

argA T &1 fAaRa & &
HhdT gl

Shock
diamonds:
supersonic heat
nuggets

QAT SAHASH:
gutalfed aHt &
cHhs

o *

. Sometimes when a
rocket or a jet takes off, its
exhaust has an alternating
pattern of light and dark
patches (see image).

FI-F3 9 T Aehe AT AT
3317 $T &, ol 34T
3cHSiel godh AR X Ysall &
dofogs Yot giar g (R
)|

o The bright patches in
this formation are called

shock diamonds, a.k.a.
Mach diamonds.

SH T H THRGR Yeal
T ol SIASH, T AT

SIHSH Fel ST ¢
o Shock diamonds are

formed when an engine releases its exhaust into the atmosphere at a supersonic

speed.

AT STIHZH oId SoTcl § Sfd TUeh Sofel 37UeT ScHoio bl ULRIAS 1Ty & AGHS H BIsl

gl

e Just as it leaves the engine, the exhaust can be at a lower pressure than atmospheric
pressure at the same altitude.
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S8 & TE SoTol @ TAehelcll §, Scholel AGHSHIT colld ¥ FH ga1d & gl Hevell ©, ST 3T
A8 WEaT g

e As the exhaust flows out, the atmosphere compresses it until the two pressures are
equal.

S &Y Scholel STEY T 3 T6 T 8, AYHSH S8 TR T & ST cleh aleil eala HTeT wTg1
gl S|

e |It's also possible that the exhaust becomes over-compressed, at which point it will
expand outward again to drop its pressure.

Ig off Tera & T Scuotet At @ fAd g1 SiTe, foraeh S I 379 eeld Eere & fav
o & STeT I 3R faeaTR gram|

e This seesawing process may repeat itself multiple times until the exhaust pressure is
close to the atmospheric pressure.

IE STt ST TTshdT 3 T aIgTS ST Hehcll & ST deh ScHoiel Gald agHST GaTd o
e o ugd S

e This entire process generates waves in the exhaust plume, leading to the formation of
shock diamonds.

Ig G STshaT ScHolel URT H EY 3cUeel il &, foTdeh ST TR STAHZH ol AT gl
gl

e When the atmospheric pressure bears down on the plume, it causes exhaust that's
diverging outward to bend inward instead, before its pressure causes the exhaust to
bend outward again and so on.

ST ATGHSENY &a1d YRT IR EaTd STeldl 8, A TE STeX b1 3R thel 7§ Scqolel i 37eT A 3R
HSe1 &I HROT TeIcll &, S8 F1G SHDT ST ScdoieT I T F &g T 3R Al T 8, 3R
g vfshar 34t avg SR W B

e When it flows inward, the pressure in that portion increases, hiking the temperature there
and causing any fuel passing through that area to burn.

ST Ig 31T Y AR TgaT &, A 39 ST F &a1d §¢ ST &, [STD T8 T dT9HT e g 3R
39 &7 ¥ ISR dTel fndlT $fT SeIeT ohl STl T HROT el ¢ |

e The combustion creates a bright spot at that location, i.e., a shock diamond.
G&T 3 TUT W Ueh HHGR HedTl 3cdoe] il &, TToiT Teh Aleh SHS |

e The bending of the exhaust outward and inward produces shock waves that flow
through the plume, creating the shock diamond pattern throughout.

3cHSIoT T 16X 3R 37ET H3AT AT JeH 3ceed Il o, ST NI & ATETH A Toch 8, 3N Y
elfeh STIHS Yot T fAHTOT Xl Bl
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